
 

 

 

As I’m isolating, again, here’s an update on the various elements being worked on by the Parish Traffic 
Group.   
 
First point is the need for more volunteers.  We have had a few commit to the Community 
Speedwatch Group and stick with it despite the sometimes glacial bureaucracy, which I’m truly 
grateful for, but though back in November 2019 there were plenty of verbal offers of help the Group 
is essentially just myself.  This isn’t viable in the short / mid / long term as it’s all on a voluntary basis 
and has to be fitted around a busy life and family.  Whilst there are some tasks which benefit from a 
bit of background in Rural Traffic Management there is no reason I can’t brief someone who is willing 
and able to commit to taking ownership of something and feeding back, even just the legwork of 
following up project enquiry emails.  I’m always happy to talk and work out how this can be done, so 
please get in touch.  

 
Community Speedwatch: a BIG thank you again to Donna Hansen, Cat Allen, and Mary Richards who 
all completed their training with a supervised session at the approved Pulla Farm location shortly after 
Easter.  We have a couple of other volunteers yet to complete their site training at our second 
supervised session, after which we can run our own sessions from the approved locations.  PCSO Bill 
Wood who has been really supportive is now on a long leave so we aren’t sure when, or with whom, 
the next session will be.  I will be talking to Allan Reed Cornwall Speed Detection Officer to sort it asap 
and promote it on the village facebook page when we do.  I am also in contact with neighbouring CSW 
groups to draw on their experience.  
 

Please be friendly when you see our operators on a session, volunteers are giving their time to try to 
help make the Parish’s roads safer for all users.  Speeds are recorded on handheld devices similar to 
those seen in use by the Police and uploaded for review once the session is complete.  Warning 
letters can be sent but volunteers cannot actively enforce penalties, that comes if and when there is a 
clear issue and a Police Officer is sent to accompany the next sessions, or, if we feel the situation is 
serious enough when we give them a call to pop down there and then.   

 
Remote monitoring: as part of the Speedwatch site approval process several locations were found to 
be unsuitable, generally due to the strict volunteer safety criteria.  This was expected given the nature 
of many of the Parish roads being so rural.  In these spots we are looking to get remote recording 
devices mounted on existing signage poles to collect data over a couple of weeks and provide an 
evidence base for further measures.  These may also go in approved Speedwatch locations to allow 
comparison between ‘unwatched’ speeds and those chosen when monitoring is less subtle! 



 

 

 
Village Gateways: are still high on the list.  Locations have been reviewed and we are moving to 
discussing with Highways how these get put in place.  The most likely design will be the white timber 
effect ‘gates’ seen around other nearby villages, with a village and speed sign, possibly room for one 
of the Children’s’ signs and ideally a blossom tree or shrub behind (see the Blossom Project article).  
We are also asking about the potential to incorporate some sort of temporary feature that can be 
renewed to avoid the issues elsewhere when familiarity reduces effectiveness.  These will reinforce 
the messages that road users are approaching a village with a consistent Parish identity and without 
looking out of place in our countryside location.  
 
‘20 is Plenty’ Campaign: based on its success up country in urban locations this initiative is being 

promoted as a County wide measure by Cornwall Council’s Cabinet.  Whilst it may be a useful tool in 
Cornish towns, or more urbanised villages such as Perranwell Station, the evidence and feedback 
from Police indicate it would be unlikely to achieve benefits for Gwennap without a substantial 
amount of hard engineering and signage to achieve enforcement.  On this basis, and as we are 
actively pursuing other measures the Parish Council returned an opinion to Cornwall that we wouldn’t 
be promoting it in Gwennap at this stage.  We are aware of the schemes in Perranwell Station and 
Ponsanooth, both are still relatively new and I’m watching them to see how things pan out and if 
there is anything we can draw on that would be useful for Gwennap in the future.  
 
Cusgarne School Parking: this was a hot topic when the group set up, which though traffic related 
wasn’t something it was felt was the remit of a volunteer group.  A meeting was held with Fiona 
Barnard (the then Clerk) and Tim Barnard (School Head), at the school in January 2020.  Various 
options were discussed, along with the constraints faced by the school in implementing solutions 
which are largely around funding for both capital works (land acquisition, planning and construction) 
and ongoing maintenance.  The issue was left with the Parish and School to progress.  
 
Heavy Goods Vehicles and the A393: two other issues raised, also not really the remit of a volunteer 
group and both already under discussion within the then Parish Council and Ward Member.  The 
Parish were actively talking to the local businesses using HGVs – Pryors, Pellows, Consols, Clearflow, 
LTC, CCP and others based at United Downs Industrial Estate and Mount Wellington – to raise 
awareness of the effects of the vehicles on the parishes lanes and residents, the outcomes of the 
initial or ongoing conversations is unknown.  The latter issue was being resolved as part of a larger 
group including Lanner Parish Council and Cornwall Council, again, outcomes unknown. 


