
GWENNAP PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 

Parish Councillors: R Williams Chair, G Foxwell Vice Chair, A Freeman, N Johns, S Trelease. L Begley 
Email: clerk@gwennap-parish.net Web: www.gwennap-parish.net 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF GWENNAP PARISH COUNCIL: Tuesday 8th March2022 

In attendance: Cllr Richard Williams {Chair} (RW), Cllr Greg Foxwell {Vice Chair} (GF), Cllr Andi Freeman (AF), Cllr 

Norma Johns (NJ), Cllr Steve Trelease (ST), Cllr Lynn Begley (LB), Chris Ring {Parish Clerk} (PC). 

Members of the Public: Lucy Richards, Ronnie Henderson 

 

1. Apologies for absence. None received 

 

2. Declarations of interest: None received. 

 

3. Public Session: Lucy Richards gave a presentation on the Blossom Project. It was agreed in principle to form a 

Gwennap Parish Blossom Project with a view to plant a variety of blossom trees across the whole Parish. 

 

4. To receive the monthly report from Cornwall Councillor John Thomas MBE:  

RW gave a report from JT who was unable to attend the meeting again due to health issues. He has, however, 

expressed his support, in principle, for any affordable housing schemes within the Parish. He has supported the 

purchase of Christmas lights from his Community Chest Fund and is monitoring parking issues and fly tipping of tyres.  

 

5. It was MOVED by RW, SECONDED by ST and AGREED that the minutes of the meeting of 8th February 2022 be 

approved as a correct record. 

 

6. Matters arising from the minutes. The PC had started the process of registering Wheal Maid on the Screen Cornwall 

website. The PC was working with Young People Cornwall to complete the Awards for All grant application.  

 

7. Correspondence: The Parish Council had been informed of an Orienteering Event at Poldice on 13th March 2022. 

The Parish Council had received correspondence regarding the purchase of some land at Wheal Maid. RW and GF will 

be meeting to discuss the location with the prospective purchaser. The PC had received various reports of road and 

trees issues after the storms and had reported these to Cornwall Council. 

 
The Cornwall Council Planning Officer had asked for comments on PA21/11063. This was shared by email and the 

Councillors had agreed with the decision to refuse permission. 

 
 
8. THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE Celebrations: GF had attended a meeting with the Fete Committee to discuss this 

further. More details on the event will be published in the next newsletter and on the Parish Council website. GF and 

the PC will be completing Risk Assessments and ensuring that the event has been properly insured  

 

9. Planning: to consider the following planning applications: 

PA22/01310 Mr Tim Richards JV Richards Ltd, Rietfontein Perranwell Station Truro Cornwall 

Works to trees subject to a tree preservation order (TPO), works are to lop all trees that are subject to TPO 
restrictions, in order to allow in more light and facilitate access to farm machinery. 

 

It was MOVED by RW, SECONDED by GF and AGREED that Gwennap Parish Council object to this application. The 

Council agree with the Tree Officer's comment that more information is needed to make a decision. There is no clarity 
about which trees are to be lopped and the reasons why other than a very generic reference to access to light and 

farm machinery. 

 

PA22/01553 Mr Bob Lord, Seven Acres United Mines St Day Cornwall, Retention of extension to existing building to 

provide further agricultural storage. 

 

It was MOVED by RW, SECONDED by NJ and AGREED that Gwennap Parish Council object to this application due to 

the extension requiring retrospective permission appearing to be residential in design rather than purely agricultural. 
The plan shows a wall between the proposed extension and the adjacent shed and it is difficult to see how the 

planned doorway is suitable for accessing or storing farm machinery and equipment. 

 

10. A Planning pre application, PA22/00119/PREAPP, had been received and noted. The Parish Council will discuss this 

when it becomes a full application. 

 

11. The following Planning decisions were noted:  
PA21/06915 Laser Master, Land North of United Downs Industrial Park St Day Redruth Cornwall:  APPROVED 

PA21/10662 Land North Of Crossways Crofthandy St Day Cornwall TR16 5JQ:     APPROVED 
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PA21/11415 Seven Acres United St Day Redruth Cornwall:    Granted (CAADs, PIPs and LUs only) 

PA22/00295 Primrose Cottage Road Fernsplatt Bissoe TR4 8RJ:       APPROVED 

PA21/08458 Rosemerryn Road Cross Coldwind Cross Perranwell Station TR3 7NA    APPROVED 

 
12. Finance: It was MOVED by RW, SECONDED by GF and AGREED that the payments be made as shown in the 

Payments Awaiting Authorisation Report (shown below).  

 

The PC informed the Council that he had found an Internal Auditor with experience with Parish Council accounts. 
It was MOVED by RW, SECONDED by GF and AGREED that Gwennap Parish Council Council engage them for the 

amount quoted. 

  

The PC had started an application to open an account with Unity Trust Bank. It was decided to postpone changing 
banks until the start of the new financial year and this will be discussed again at the May Parish Council meeting. 

  

13. Reports from Councillors in relation to meetings attended on behalf of the Parish Council: 

RW and the PC had met with the organisers of the car boot sale. It was suggested that Mr and Mrs Malabar form an 

unincorporated association to take control of the running of the car boot sales. Volunteers were still required to assist 

with the catering. It was MOVED by RW, SECONDED by GF and AGREED that Gwennap Parish Council would give a 

grant of up to £400 to the new association to purchase insurance for the car boot sales and that the Parish Council 

would assist the new association with their incorporation. 

 

RW had attended a meeting of the CPIR & MV Community Network. RW stated this was an important forum to share 

practices and information within the MV area. The PC had also attended a meeting with the Clerks from this group 

and also agreed it was useful to share information. 

 

14. Public open spaces: The PC had circulated various quotes for cleaning play equipment. It was decided to engage 

Paul Chegwidden but to ask him to clean one piece of equipment initially to check that his method would adequately 

remove the green mould/mildew and make the wooden surfaces safe. Once this was confirmed, he would be asked to 

continue to remove all the green mould/mildew from the wooden surfaces of the play equipment and bandstand. 

 

15. Parish rooms. A quote had been received to clean the outside of the Parish Rooms It was MOVED by AF, 

SECONDED by NJ and agreed that this be accepted, and the work be organised. 

 

The PC informed the Council that a plumber had made repairs that would allow the Gents’ toilets to be re-opened 

from tomorrow. 

 

16. Highways and public rights of way.  

The PC was dealing with quotes for LMP/PROW cutting and separate quotes for field grass cutting. The PC will 
circulate these once complete. 

 

GF informed the Council that Cormac had completed repairs to the byway adjacent to the Cemetery and that he 

would monitor the condition of the surface and report again if necessary. GF also discussed a pot hole that had been 
repaired. 

 

A member of the public commented that many of the hedgerows alongside highways in the Parish were not being cut 

back by Cornwall Council. The PC asked the speaker to inform him of the roads he was concerned about, and he 
would report them to Cornwall Council. If no action was forthcoming from Cornwall Council, this would be brought to 

the attention of Cornwall Councillor John Thomas. 

 

ST informed the Council of missing signs on byways in the Crofthandy area. The PC asked him to provide more details 
to allow him to report these to Cornwall Council. 

 

17. Climate Change. 

AF had attended a meeting of the other town and parish councils in our area. AF discussed the Climate Change 

Workshop planned for 23rd April. AF will provide details of this to the PC to include in the next newsletter. AF 

mentioned she was in discussion with Luci Isaacson from Climate Vision about speaking at the Workshop. This would 

involve a cost of £125. AF will email more details of this to the Councillors. The PC reminded the Councillors that they 

had previously agreed a budget of £100 for these workshops. 
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18. Affordable Housing  

RW informed the Council that the Scheme in Gwennap had hit some practical obstacles but was still being explored. 

The member of the public had to cancel the planned presentation to the Council but hoped to attend at a future 

meeting to discuss this. 

RW and GF will be visiting another potential site soon. 

The member of the public mentioned that he had land that may be suitable for affordable housing. He will contact the 

PC to arrange the Councillors to visit this potential site. 

 

 

19. Any other business: at the Chairs discretion to discuss any other urgent business not available to include on the 

agenda at the time of its publication. 

 
RW discussed the Generation Expo that Charlotte Caldwell, Community Link Officer for the area, had organised, and 

the PC showed a short video promoting this event. RW urged all to attend.  

RW also mentioned that Charlotte would be leaving her position as the Cornwall Council Community Link Officer at the 

end of the month. 

 

 
20. Date of next Meeting: Tuesday 12th April 2022 
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