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 Chairman’s Blog  Parish Clerk

Thank you all for the positive comments on the previous
newsletter.

This one may have reached you by post or delivered by one
of our volunteers. It would be great to get some more
volunteers to help us with delivering future editions, please
do contact me if you can help.
Also, if you would like to read this online and help save
paper please do contact me with your email address and
postal address. 

We now have an online booking system for the Parish
Room. 
Please so visit our website for more information.
https://www.gwennap-parish.net

You may have noticed some tree felling in the Richard Jory
Playing Field. Many of the Ash trees were suffering from
'die-back' and it was decided to remove several of them to
allow the planting of local or native trees. If you would like
to be involved in choosing new tree species please do get
in touch with me. 

Unfortunately our Climate Change meetings and
workshops had to be postponed due to Covid. We are
hoping to get new meetings organised in March, please
keep an eye out on our website and Facebook.

A warm welcome to Lynn Begley who has been co-opted
as a new Parish Councillor.

Thanks to Jake for the great photo of Wheal Maid. 
If you would like one of your photos on our front cover
please do send to me. 

The Parish Council meetings in May and September will be
held in Crofthandy Village Hall  

Chris Ring
Clerk
clerk@gwennap-parish.net

 

 

Chair’s Blog

May I begin by wishing everyone in the Parish a peaceful and
happy New Year. Let’s hope that there are no more ‘variants’ and
that we can focus on coming together rather than keeping our
(social) distance!

The pandemic has impacted on what we had hoped to achieve as
a Parish Council in 2021 but we are down to only one Councillor
vacancy, we were back to meeting in person and we have had a
great Clerk in post for 6 months now so there is a measure of
stability.

From a personal point of view, it was gratifying to see the Car
Boot Sale up and running, to share in a moving Remembrance
Day Service and to hand out certificates to the recipients of
‘Unsung Heroes’ awards. We hope that the last of these will be an
annual celebration of voluntary work within our Parish so please
keep a note of anyone whose contribution should be recognised
later in the year. I was sorry to miss the carol singing in the
Cornish Arms which, by all accounts, made up with enthusiasm
what it lacked in tunefulness. 

Looking forward, we will be hoping to make good progress on our
Climate Change agenda. By this time next year, we will have a
Strategy in place and will be taking practical steps to ensure the
Parish is doing ‘its bit’ to respond to this global priority. Another
highlight will be the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations in June
when we hope that the whole community will come together at
the Playing Fields for a giant tea party.

Affordable Housing remains a priority and the current position
within our Parish is reflected in a separate article. So much
anguish is caused for families when young people have to move
out of the area or cannot return here due to house prices and we
must address this.

Exploratory drilling for lithium was a regular theme last year and
we will wait with interest to see whether this develops into
something more substantial.

As we recognise the financial sacrifices which people will
continue to have to make as the country counts the cost of covid
in terms of energy bills and other rising prices, we have not
increased the precept on the Council Tax for 2022/23. Keeping a
close eye on the Parish finances will always be important.

Thank you for all the positive feedback on the last edition of this
Newsletter. Please write an article for the next one. It can cover
any subject which may be of wider interest. Please also keep your
photographs coming in!

Finally, on a recent edition of Desert Island Discs, the Castaway
referred to his Father’s lived out ambition to make a positive
difference in the world on each and every day. New Year
Resolutions seldom last beyond January but what a benefit it
would be for our community if we could all aspire to make one
positive difference within Gwennap over the next 12 months.

Richard Williams
Chair



Few topics give rise to greater passion in Cornwall than the
availability of housing and, in particular, homes which are
affordable to young people growing up in the County or who are
seeking to return here to live.

It is a national problem which has only been worsened by the
pandemic. In the year up to March 2021, there was a decrease of
affordable homes delivered in the UK by 12% as compared to the
previous year. In rural areas, the decrease has been greater than
in urban areas. In Cornwall, itself, of course, the situation has
been made even worse as house prices have rocketed due to the
exodus of people from the towns to the countryside in search of
a better quality of life.

In Gwennap, the situation is stark. There have been no affordable
homes built in the parish for over 20 years and this alongside a
significant need for such housing, identified at the time when the
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) was written and
adopted in 2019.

Even before the surge in house prices over the last 2 years, the
NDP recognised that even ‘affordable housing,’ as defined in
national planning guidance as 30% of open market value, was
beyond the reach of many residents of this parish due to the low-
wage economy of Cornwall. It introduced the concept of ‘truly
affordable housing’ which entailed bringing house purchases
and/or rentals within the financial scope of most through
entering into partnerships with Housing Trusts and Associations,
developers or self-builds.

In seeking to address the need, the NDP incorporated the
concept of ‘Small Scale development’ meaning that truly
affordable housing would be welcomed where developments
were of no greater size than 10 homes. This could be within the
development boundaries of settlements within the Parish or on
Rural Exception sites, meaning those sites within 1000 metres of
development boundaries for which planning permission for open
market housing would not normally be granted.

Of course, the NDP recognised that any development would have
to satisfy the normal planning requirements in that it should
accord to prescribed design standards and should not harm the
heritage or natural environment of the site. It is also intended
that all housing units delivered will be affordable in perpetuity
and be available to those with a local connection.

To help facilitate affordable housing, the Parish Council created a
Housing Working Group and this Group has entered into a
collaboration with the Cornwall Community Land Trust to try and
acquire land from the Diocese of Cornwall within the Parish, for
this purpose. Unfortunately, this initiative has proved very
challenging and there are still legal issues that have to be
resolved prior to the acquisition of the land. If and when an
option agreement is signed, there will be a full process of
consultation before any planning application is taken forward
and, even if this is progressed, it could be several years before
homes are completed and keys are handed over.

 
Given the urgency of the situation, the Parish Council wish to
explore all other avenues. Next month we will be writing to
landowners who we believe may have parcels of land within the
Parish which meet the above criteria and which, therefore, could
be suitable for truly affordable housing. Our understanding is
that such land could be worth around £100k per acre and could,
therefore release value to the owner whilst helping to meet an
important social need. If anyone knows of any parcel of land
which could be suitable, please could they contact the Clerk.

We would also like to hear from any resident who is aware of an
affordable housing need. Our belief is that the situation has only
got more difficult since the survey was undertaken as part of the
NDP preparatory work but evidence of that will only assist our
attempts to deliver on this priority.

Any affordable houses built over the coming years will count as a
success but our vision is to have such developments in or around
the three main centres of population: Crofthandy, Frogpool and
Gwennap. All help you can give to achieve this aim will be
gratefully received by the Parish Council but, much more
importantly, by the recipients of keys to those properties over
future generations who will have the opportunity to remain or
come back to the area where they were born and brought up.

Richard Williams
Chair

Affordable 
Housing

 Defibrillators 
 
There are 5 Defibrillators (AED's) in the Parish:

The Cornish Arms, Frogpool.

The Parish Rooms at Richard Jory Playing Field.

Crofthandy Village Hall.

Gwennap Church

Bissoe Bike Centre.

Many thanks to Ray Humble for looking after the AED's and to
Cornish Metals for a grant to replace the batteries.  





Do you have any old used printer cartridges?
Robert Cook is collecting such items for The Camborne
Town Band Music Society (registered charity no: 1135992)
Cornwall’s most famous and successful Town and Youth
Brass Bands.
Please contact Robert on 01872870114 / 07763407227 for
further details or alternatively wrap them and put through
his letterbox at 14 Treneglos, Frogpool, TR4 8RT.
A cardboard box is also located for this purpose in
Gwennap Parish Rooms, Richard Jory Playing Field, Pulla
Cross TR4 8RZ.

Our WI group has settled into our new meeting place at The
Parish Rooms, Pulla Cross and have been busy making up for the
many meetings we missed during lockdown. Although we had
kept in touch via weekly zoom meetings there is no substitute for
being together and catching up and making plans over a cup of
tea.

Our charity bingo evening in September was successful in raising
£180 which was split between the two charities that we are
supporting this year. They are Blood Bikes and Cornwall Hospice.
Thank you to everyone who came and enjoyed the evening with
us.

We had a challenging time with Roy Coglan who visited us in
October and tried to teach us origami. Some members found it
easier than others but who knew that you could make a knife with
paper that would actually cut another piece of paper?

The Cornwall Federation of WIs (CFWI) was the first group into
the Hall for Cornwall for a meeting. We shared the stage with the
backdrop of the Fisherman's Friends and the acoustics sounded
wonderful when everyone sang Jerusalem. The mayor of Truro
Steven Webb opened our proceedings and Beresford Lee
brought us up to date with the progress of the Black Lives Matter
movement in Truro followed by the Rock Choir raising the roof a
second time with their wonderfully harmonious voices.
The Reverend Kate Botley was our afternoon speaker and what a
lovely, funny lady. So warm and friendly, it was a pleasure to meet
her.

Christmas came early in November when WI Advisor Jane Mills
demonstrated how to make a delicious Christmas tea. This was
prepared without any cooking using ingredients you would have
at home but probably with a bit more cream added! I made the
non alcoholic spiced apple punch soon after that meeting when a
friend popped round and we drank it by the mugful.

Our Christmas party consisted of games and quizzes and another
buffet. Everyone went home with a Secret Santa present and we
are all looking forward to our first meeting in 2022.

At this point I would like to say hello to some of our members who
haven't been able to join us for health reasons lately. All our
members hope that you will make speedy recoveries and be able
to be amongst us again very soon.

Our new programme is being put together slowly as I have been
waiting for confirmations from potential speakers in January and
beyond. I can say that on 1st February we will be welcoming Mr
Richard Williams, Chair of the Gwennap Parish Council who will
talk to us about his role as a Trustee of the Hall for Cornwall so we
are hoping for lots of inside information about the new building.

If you would like to join our meetings we get together on the first
Tuesday of every month (except it's the 18th January 2022) at
7pm at The Parish Rooms at Pulla Cross. the first three meetings
are free and after that we would offer membership. Please
contact Sandy on cusgarneandfrogpoolwi@gmail.com if you
would like more information.

Cusgarne and Frogpool WI would like to wish all Gwennap
residents a Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy 2022.

Cusgarne and Frogpool 
Women’s Institute

Printer cartridges! 

Gwennap 
Telephone Box!

When we moved to Gwennap we discovered this
telephone box had for some time been devoid of its
telephone. My grandson Finn saw a notice inside indicating
that it could be acquired by a responsible organisation for
a nominal fee. It seemed a pity that this landmark might be
removed. We discovered that a large number of these
boxes including this one had been purchased by a
company for potential use of community defibrillators or
other similar projects. 
We approached the Parish Council to enquire if they could
support the conversion to a Book Exchange. They willingly
agreed to support the idea and a number of residents in
the hamlet were supportive of this also. 
Work commenced and the books were installed in time for
the Gwennap Street Market in May 2016. 
There is no financial transaction: it is open 24/7 with
illumination. 
Since the opening of this facility, there has been a
constant flow of books in both directions! We, of course,
as a result of people’s generosity, had a surplus and these
books have been donated to the National Trust, the
Morrab Lubrary and others. They are packed in ‘banana
boxes’,  each one containing approximately 50 books. On
one occasion 16 or so boxes were sent to a location! 
I was somewhat overwhelmed when presented with my
Certificate as an ‘Unsung Hero of Gwennap’! 
Thank you all for supporting this venture. 
Tony

mailto:cusgarneandfrogpoolwi@gmail.com


As I write this, nearly two years since we first heard of
coronavirus, we are waiting to see how severe the omicron
variant of covid will prove to be. We are all urged to get our full
course of vaccination as soon as we can both to give ourselves
the best chance of avoiding serious illness and to avoid
intolerable pressure on the NHS.
A lot of publicity has centred around our hospitals with capacity
reduced because of social distancing requirements, intensive
care units full to overflowing and ambulances queueing outside.
We are urged to do all we can to reduce that pressure, not least
by ringing 111 as a first option. 
For us in Cornwall, 111 is proving increasingly successful. The
injection of more funds in the late summer has meant that more
calls are answered faster, that fewer calls are abandoned and
that more calls go quickly to a trained clinician. Figures for the
South West are better than the rest of England and figures for
Cornwall are better than the average for the South West.

But, with all the focus on urgent services, we must not overlook
the part played by our local surgeries. People in the parish may
be registered with one of several surgeries. All of them are under
huge pressure at the moment. That affects everyone there from
GPs to receptionists. Some surgeries have double the number of
phone calls they had in normal times, all from anxious patients.
Covid itself and isolation requirements mean staffing is often
reduced. Inevitably delays cause frustration but everyone is
doing all they can - we must just be patient and understanding. 
More and more emphasis is being given not only to providing as
much care as possible as near home as possible but also to move
decision making to a more local level. Each surgery is now in a
Primary Care Network (PCN) making it easier to share particular
skills and to help each other out when the need arises. The PCNs
are grouped into Integrated Care Areas – West, Mid and
North/East Cornwall – which will increasingly be able to take their
own decisions about priorities and the needs for people in their
areas.
NHS Kernow has made clear that patient engagement is a key
part of future planning. Each surgery should have a Patient
Participation Group (PPG) giving a good opportunity for patients
to have their say, particularly in future planning. PPGs operate in
different ways though the pandemic has made face to face
meetings difficult. The best ones have been really active and
supportive in their communities with volunteers helping patients
and helping the surgery. If you would like to get involved in your
PPG, please contact your surgery or feel free to contact me at
ntmorson@aol.com.       

(Nigel Morson, who lives in Gwennap, is Vice-Chair of NHS
Kernow’s Citizens Advisory Panel, a lay body which acts as a
critical friend of the health system here.) 

Health Matters! 
St. Wennapa Church

Gwennap
Regular monthly Services at St. Wennapa Church
At 11.00am
1st Sunday Holy Communion  (Book of Common prayer)
2nd Sunday All age Worship
3rd Sunday Holy Communion  (Common Worship) 
4th Sunday Matins (Service of morning prayer) 
5th Sunday Holy Communion  (Common Worship) 

Tuesday 11th January at 6.30pm there will be an Ordination
Service when Ben Hudd will be Ordained as Deacon by
Bishop Philip

Easter Services
Easter Day Sunday April 17th Holy Communion

On January 28th we plan a Quiz night at 6.30pm 

Gwennap Ladies Guild
Gwennap ladies Guild will hold their annual meal on
January 25th. 
We meet once a month in Gwennap Church hall at 2.30pm
during the year and we hold our A.G.M.on Tuesday
February 25th when we make plans for the year. New
members are always welcome .Do come along and visit us .

New members are always welcome.
Our secretary:
Vi McPherson 01872 862151 if you would like to contact her. 

We meet every Tuesday 10-11.30 in the Parish Rooms ,
Richard Jory Playing Field.
Coffee tea and biscuits and chat. Open to everyone. 
Each year we support a Cornish charity, all money is from
donation for our coffee etc.

Vanessa 01209820355 

THE COFFEE STOP 

mailto:ntmorson@aol.com


Cornish Lithium – January 2022 Update
Cornish Lithium is an innovative mineral exploration and
development company focussed on the environmentally
sustainable extraction of lithium in Cornwall. Lithium is a vital
component in lithium-ion batteries, such as those used in electric
vehicles. It can be found dissolved in geothermal waters in
Cornwall thanks to our unique geology. 
To explore for lithium in geothermal waters, we have extensively
modelled the geology of Cornwall, to target the most exciting
areas.  In 2019 we drilled two successful research boreholes at
United Downs, which confirmed that the geothermal waters are
enriched in lithium from depths as shallow as 600 m (c. 2,000 ft).
To further our exploration programme, we plan to drill an
additional research borehole just outside of Twelveheads that
would be approximately 1,600 m deep (c. 5,250 ft). From this
research borehole, we would recover rock core, which will be
analysed and used to identify the location of naturally permeable
geological structures that geothermal water is flowing through. A
borehole pump will be used to obtain water samples from these
structures, which will be analysed for their lithium concentration
as set out in the illustration below. 
We plan to drill our next shallow geothermal waters exploration
borehole in early 2022. The borehole will be drilled using a small
mineral exploration drill rig, like the one we used at United Downs
in 2019-2020. The programme is expected to last for 3 months,
and we are proposing to work 24 hours a day, 7 days per week. 
We are in the process of booking drop-in sessions at nearby
village halls and open days at our United Downs Lithium in
Geothermal Waters Test Site for the New Year. At these sessions,
we will be providing more information about our proposed lithium
in geothermal waters drill campaign and staff will be available to
answer any questions you may have. These sessions will be
advertised on community noticeboards, our website and on
social media.
We would welcome any questions that you may have, please visit
www.cornishlithium.com, email drilling@cornishlithium.com or
telephone us on 01326 640049.

NOW MONDAY EVENINGS 

YOUTH CLUB 



Frogpool & Cusgarne’s football teams have had an
eventful few months, with league matches, cup games
and games postponed due to weather. 

Frogpool 1st team didn’t have the greatest start to
October, losing 3-2 to Illogan Reserves and being knocked
out of the junior cup by St Just, who must be one of the
favourites to win it. Nick Lassiter’s side have however have
won 6 consecutive games, conceding only 2 goals. With
only 6 games to play, the first team are currently 2nd in
the league. 

1st Team Fixtures: 
 

5/2/22     Away v Redruth United Reserves 
12/2/22    Away v Illogan Reserves 

26/2/22.  Away v Penzance Reserves 
5/3/22      Away v Rosudgeon Reserves 

Frogpool Reserves have struggled in division 2 against
some good, well established sides. The have played 8
games in the last 3 months but unfortunately not been
able to pick up any points, they are currently 11th in the
table. With a few more signings in recent weeks, Scott will
be looking to pick up a few more points in the remaining 5
games. 

 
Reserves Fixtures: 

 
22/1/22   Away v Holmans Reserves 

29/1/22   Home v Tregony 
19/2/22   Away v Wendron United 4ths 

12/3/22   Home v Holmans Reserves 
 

Fixtures can be found on the FA Full Time
 ‘Whirlwind Sports Trelawny League’ website.

Finally, the club would like to thank those who come and
support both teams, follow our facebook page and the
Cornish Arms for their hospitality after each home game.
We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Frogpool 
Cusgarne 
FC News 

What's On! 

Carnon Downs Drama Group
Pantomime: 27th 30th Jan 
There is frantic activity at Carnon Downs Drama
Group, as we head towards the opening night of
our family pantomime “A Lad In…” 
This is our take on the traditional story of Aladdin
with our own Cornish twist. This promises to be a
show full of fun and laughter, just what you need to
brighten up a gloomy January. 
We will have covid protocols in place for all
performances and are restricting the number of
seats available. 
Pre-booking is essential; we are not anticipating
allowing “walk-ins” so please book your tickets early
to avoid disappointment.
Tickets are on sale now. 01872 862063

Our Meeting dates for 2022 are:
 

8 February
8 March
12 April

10 May (Crofthandy Village Hall)
14 June
12 July

9 August
13 September (Crofthandy Village Hall)

11 October
8 November
13 December

 

PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 





IF YOU WOULD
LIKE TO ADVERTISE

IN THE
NEWSLETTER

 
Please contact the Clerk

 
clerk@gwennap-parish.net

 






