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Welcome to your Newsletter

We are back!
Firstly, a big thank you to all who have contributed and to those that have helped me put my first Newsletter together for the Parish. My
apologies if I missed anything or anyone.
It would be wonderful if we could get another Newsletter published before Christmas and I would be most grateful if you could send me
items for that as soon as possible. Many thanks to all submitted photos for the front cover. Congratulations to Jo Snell for a wonderful
Autumnal from Gwennap. The other entries we all excellent and appear later. Please do send me any suitable photos for the Winter /
Christmas newsletter.
My first three months in this new role has been busy and I would like to thank all those who have made me feel so welcome and I really do
appreciate all the help and advice I have received.
I think this is a good time to thank the Parish Councillors for all their hard work. They are all volunteers and receive no payment for what
can be a lot of time working for your Parish. We have many projects and events happening over the next year which will keep all of us busy.
If you would like to get involved, we would love to hear from you. We have a vacancy for additional Parish Councillors and these vacancies
will be advertised soon. We also need help to run our existing and future projects, please contact me if you could like to get involved.
COVID-19 has affected us all in different ways and it does look like we are through the worst of it.
But cases numbers are still high, and we all need to take care. The Parish Hall is now back in use, and we ask all who us it to take sensible
precautions. I am aware that there are some who are still nervous about going out and maybe struggling with various issues. If you cannot
find the support you need please do get in touch and I will endeavour to help.
This edition of the Newsletter has been delivered by post, if you were a volunteer deliverer of past Newsletters please do get in touch as we
would like to return to this method of delivery. Also, if you would prefer to read an electronic copy please email me, I am starting the list
again to ensure I have up-to-date information. Obviously receiving this by email or downloading it not only saves paper but also saves
money.
Chris Ring
Clerk, Gwennap Parish Council, clerk@gwennap-parish.net

Your Parish Councillors visiting Paynters Pool.
Richard Williams (Chair), Greg Foxwell (Vice Chair), Andrea Freeman,
Steve Trelease

Volunteers
Please could you contact Chris the Parish Clerk if you would be able to help deliver
the Parish Newsletter future editions.
clerk@gwennap-parish.net

Chairman’s Blog
Apology
It is nearly a year since the last published Parish Newsletter, for which I apologise. The Council appreciates how this publication is valued
by many and the intention is to try and get back to the usual routine of 3 issues per year. We would value contributions from anyone
who has something to share with other residents. If this Newsletter is to continue to thrive, it needs to be not only for the Gwennap
community but by the Gwennap Community.
Council News
As the Chair, I have been on the Parish Council the longest and that is for just over 18 months. We have had a lot of change recently but
now comprise 5 members from across the community who are united and committed to help the Parish to become the best it can be.
We have 2 vacancies so if anyone wishes to join the Council and wants to know more, please get in touch.
As volunteers and with busy lives, there is a limit to what we can do as a group. If we are to achieve our objective of making this a Parish
to be proud of, it will take many of us across the whole of Gwennap to participate in whatever way we can. Prior to COVID, the Council
held an event to seek volunteers for various initiatives and we are looking to capitalise on that goodwill as we (hopefully) emerge into a
future where the virus has less impact on all our lives.
Similarly, the Council does not exist for its own purposes and designs. We represent you and although there are legal obligations which
we must fulfil and which can be time-consuming, the Parish Council can help to facilitate other changes and improvements which you
would like to see. Please contact us with any ideas you have which you would wish to see implemented.
Priorities
Following the elections in May, the new Parish Council set out what it considered to be its initial strategic priorities. In summary, these
are (in no particular order) as follows:
Housing – particularly Affordable Housing
Understanding the mining aspirations for lithium, tin and copper and representing the community’s aspirations with regard to that
activity
The future of the Banger Race track site
Liaising over the development of geothermal energy
Resolving the future of Wheal Maid
Taking forward the Climate Action Plan
Speeding and other highway issues
The vulnerable in our Parish
As and when appropriate, on all of these matters and others, we will consult with you and hold public meetings to provide information
and/or consult regarding future action.
Unsung Heroes
One of the positives arising from this very difficult last 2 years has been the way in which people have provided help and support for
their neighbours and wider community….often without being asked or seeking any recognition for their efforts.
The Council will be holding a special celebration day at the Parish Rooms on Thursday 2 December to show our appreciation for all those
unsung heroes within our Parish who deserve to be applauded for their selflessness. It can be anything at all where you believe that a
parishioner should receive wider acclaim for their kindly action which has helped to make a bad time just a bit more bearable. Please
send your nomination to by Friday 12 November. Nominees shall be invited to a special awards ceremony.
Community Events
The return of the car boot sale has been a reminder of how important it is to get together as people united by a love of this area and
community. The joy of people emerging from their vehicles and being so grateful to be out and meeting people they hadn’t seen for so
long, was truly heartwarming.
In addition to ‘Unsung Heroes’, we will be organising a giant tea party on the Playing Fields on Sunday 5 June 2022 to celebrate the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. It will be great if every blade of grass is covered with picnic blankets!
We have spoken of the desire to make better use of the Richard Jory Playing Fields and the Parish Rooms for community events and so,
again, if you have any ideas, please let us know.
Thanks
As a new Parish Councillor, I want to express my thanks to all those who have served in that capacity before and for all the kind words of
support to me and the other Councillors which make it all worthwhile. This is a great Parish to be part of and to serve and if we continue
to work together in a positive way, we can make collective improvements which can be beneficial for years to come.
Richard Williams
Chair
Gwennap Parish Council
07464 171337

Gwennap Parish Council Climate
Emergency – Call to Action

COMMUNITY LINK OFFICER
CORNWALL COUNCIL

SEE IT, REPORT IT!
Potholes in roads or footways:www.cornwall.gov.uk/transport-and-streets/roads-highways-and-pavements/highwaymaintenance/potholes/ report-a-pothole/
Road surfaces:
www.cornwall.gov.uk/transport-and-streets/roads-highways-and-pavements/highway-maintenance/potholes/ report-anissue-with-the-road-surface/
Hedges, verges or trees:
www.cornwall.gov.uk/transport-and-streets/roads-highways-and-pavements/highway-maintenance/vergemaintenance/report-issues-with-hedges-or-verges/
Fly tipping:
www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/street-care-and-cleaning/fly-tipping/ or telephone 0300 123 4141.
Dog Fouling:
www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/animal-welfare/dog-welfare-and-enforcement-service/dogfouling/report-dog-fouling/ or telephone 0300 1234 212.

Defibrillators

Cath’s Corner:
the deveoping of a garden
The young buzzard is digging for worms in the western
field and, as we move in to start work there, she flits
across to the eastern field to continue her searching in
the western field. We have an unspoken code, buzzard
and us, we don’t disturb her and she doesn’t interfere
with us. That seems precious to us.
Three years previously, just before Christmas 2018, those lovely people at Brains confirmed the completion of the purchasing process. To see
the smile on the face of the eponymous Cath, it was as if all her Christmases had been rolled into one. In a way they had. We (Cath & Tim)
had moved to Cornwall to be closer to our family in Mylor Bridge and for some time had been searching for a unicorn, a smaller house with a
large garden. We could find large houses with large gardens and small houses with small gardens, but that all-important compromise
continued to elude us until we settled in Frogpool. We have always grown our own food, not totally self-sufficient, but as close as we could,
and it has been no different here. The lawn had to go. Well, we didn’t have a lawn mower anyway! In its place we created a series of veg plots,
which worked well until we outgrew (pun intended) them and the search for an allotment plot began. And so, it came to pass that we
stumbled upon the fields at ‘Reeves Corner’ up for sale. After a few hiccups and some anxious waiting we became the new, proud owners of
these. Our Grand-Daughters quickly decided that this must be ‘Cath’s Corner’ and so the name was born.
The first walk round as the new owners opened our eyes as to what we had taken on. Yes, we had worked much poorer land; yes, we had
reclaimed areas from worse condition, but we were younger then. This time we were not on our own and, with the help of our family, started
work to clear brambles and other perennial weeds (pic 1). It was a long process and after a week of driving a flail-mower round the fields, my
wrists were going on strike! The beauty of clearing like this is that the progress is immediately apparent. We were lucky with the weather and
made good progress, which we followed up with almost constant mowing. Yes, we had now to buy a mower! The other priority was to make
an entranceway because at the start the only way in was over the wall! Where the gate is now, there had been an entranceway at some point
previously, so it made sense to recreate that.
There was a plan, but with two fields approximately one acre each, this had to be outline only and would change with time. We knew we
wanted to grow vegetables for both families, to have fruit trees and soft fruit, we needed areas for children to play, and we wanted to plant
some native woodland. I pitched for a golf-practice area, but that idea was quickly squashed. Using those general thoughts Cath’s Corner has
evolved and will continue to do so.The vegetable beds, sited to optimise the orientation, are approximately 4ft wide by 10 metres long (we’re
bi-lingual here!) with decent paths to ensure good access. Double dug at the start, but thereafter will not be dug again. Compost comes from
our own recycled garden waste and from the abundant local supply of horse manure that we allow to mature in a series of pallet-derived
compost bins. Crops include the usual roots, onions, legumes, and brassicas, as well as others like sweet potatoes, asparagus, squashes.
Each year we challenge ourselves to try something different, but the overall aim is to feed our two families from the garden.
We planted a small orchard of apples, pears, and plums, as well as almond, quince and medlar. A small fruit cage contains raspberries,
cherries, blueberries and blackcurrants.
There was a strip of ground that had been quite badly poached from the animal traffic, etc (pic 2). The top inch became a sticky, soup of mud,
while the ground below was bone dry. It was a slow, steady slog to dig over this area, but, once ready, we were able to plant wild cherry, wild
plum, Viburnum, Philadelphus, Genista, Hoheria, Hydrangea, and other shrubs, as well as bulbs, in a drive to get interest all year round.
The hedges were quite overgrown with brambles, but also in terms of the thorn trees crowding into each other and encroaching into the field
areas. We wanted to plant some new woodland trees in the eastern field but had to deal with the hedges first in case we ended up felling
trees on to the newly planted stock. Once again, the work parties bush-wacked, clipped, sawed, shredded, only burning the remains that
could not be used as firewood, composted, nor shredded for pathways. The benefit was immediate both in terms of improved grass growth
(light and air) but also in the appearance of wildlife. Now we could plant the young trees – birch, rowan, crab apple, wild service, hazel, and
beech trees. In addition, each member of the family could choose a tree to be planted as specimens around the eastern field. These include
chestnut, walnut, Himalayan birch, Acacia (dealbata & baileyana), Davidii (handkerchief tree), Eucryphia (nymans), dog wood, wych elm, Ginko,
larch, and Acer griseum. In all, we have planted close to 300 trees, including the hedges. On the inside of the road-side hedge in that field is a
lovely spread of bluebells and, to help protect these from foot and machinery traffic, we planted a short row of larger fruit trees (again apples,
pears, cherry and plum) to provide a ‘boundary’ to that area of the field. Also, in this field we are encouraging wildflowers to spread to create
meadow habitat. From late February, mowing is restricted to a network of pathways and around the trees. This gives us a chance to walk
inspect the trees easily as well as being a fun item for the children. While the middle of the willow thicket (pic 3) makes a great ‘den’ to
supplement the treehouse built into the mighty oak tree.

Cath’s Corner – cont.
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Cusgarne Manor update

Cusgarne and Frogpool
Women’s Institute

Frogpool Cusgarne
FC News
Frogpool Cusgarne FC started the 2021/22 season back in August.
With both sides seeing a change in managementthe club was starting a new chapter.
Nick Lassiter who has been with the club for 18 years stepped up to manage the first team, taking most of the
reserves squad with him.
Scott Behenna has rejoined the club after a number of years managing elsewhere and bringing a totally new side
with him to take over the reserves.
The first team are currently sitting 3rd in division one, having played 7 games; winning 4, drawing and losing one.
Throughout October, we welcome Illogan Reserves on Saturday (4th) and Premiership side St Just in the Junior Cup
(23rd) to the Richard Jory playing field. We have away games to Redruth Reserves (9th) and St Day 3rds (30th).
The reserves had a good start to the season, winning their first home game 4-1 against St Ives Mariners but have
not been able to build on that, going on to lose to some of the top sides in the league. Scott and his team are away
to Holmans Reserves (4th), home to Goonhavern Reserves (9th) and home to Falmouth DC on the 16th.
As we move through the season we would like to send a big thank you to Brian and Paul, who come and support
our home and away games, LTC Scaffolding for their sponsorship and to the Cornish Arms for their hospitality after
each home game.
Fixtures and results can be found on the FA Full Time website - shorturl.at/nvFY3

