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Gwennap Parish Council
Environment & Climate Emergency - Call to Action 
Gwennap Parish Council has declared a ‘Climate Emergency’, in line with many Local Councils in the UK. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has stated that there is just 12 years to keep global temperature rise to 1.5oC. Gwennap Parish Council supports this call to action.
We recognise that our powers and impacts as a Parish Council may be limited, but that is no reason or excuse for inaction on our part. We are joining other like-minded Councils across Cornwall and the UK in doing what we can at every level.
We understand that impacts of Climate Change provide significant risks to our communities and to the biodiversity of Gwennap Parish


Gwennap Parish Council believes that: 
· All levels of government (national, regional and local) have a duty and responsibility to act to limit the negative impacts of Climate Change; 
· Local action can make a difference and is essential. Local Councils are well placed to act. We can catalyse, support and influence actions by residents, other Councils, National Government and business on a local, national or global scale. 
· The IPCC report that states that the consequences of global temperatures rising more than 1.5°C are so severe that preventing this from happening must be a priority for all Councils. 
· Positive action can not only support the call for climate action but can also deliver benefits in terms of new jobs, economic savings, market opportunities, and improved health and well-being locally and worldwide. 
Gwennap Parish Council will:
1. Set up a Climate Change Working Group for the Parish.
2. Develop a climate emergency action plan with short-term and longer-term actions to enable us all to take urgent action on Climate Change, and to help the Parish Council and our communities become more resilient to the impacts of climate change.
3. Appoint a Parish Councillor as our Climate Action Champion to provide direction to the Parish Council and leadership to the Working Group, to drive the action plan forward.
4. Uphold our Neighbourhood Development Plans principles of Sustainable Development; to ensure the highest sustainability standards are achieved for all new developments within the parish. 
5. Manage our parks, greenspaces, roadsides and pathways to promote biodiversity and carbon sequestration.
6. Protect our green fields from development and our hedgerows, which can be rich in biodiversity, from removal and destruction.
7. Commit to ensuring all Parish Council activities are Carbon Neutral by 2030.
8. Work with our communities to help them achieve carbon-neutrality by 2030 by carrying out the following actions: 
· Explaining why Gwennap Parish Council has declared a climate emergency
· Provide on-going information to residents and businesses on how local action can make a difference, and what actions they can take
· Promote WRAP (waste resource action programme) and Circular Economy principles
· Provide information on the benefits of reduced food miles by growing and purchasing locally grown fruit vegetables and meat
· Promote the benefits of switching to green energy suppliers
· Provide information on, and promote green travel options 
· Provide information on the benefits of eliminating the use of pesticides and herbicides 
· Provide information on grants and initiatives for energy efficiency and home insulation when available
· Encourage local businesses and organisations to adopt similar ambitions to become carbon neutral by 2030 and develop their own Climate Emergency Action Plans

9. Act as a voice for the communities in Gwennap Parish to lobby, raise the profile and share lessons with higher levels of Government. 




Glossary
· Climate Emergency - the state of our climate. The International Panel for Climate Change have stated that we collectively have 12 years to avoid runaway climate change, exceeding a global 1.5C temperature rise over pre-industrial levels.
· Carbon neutral - net zero carbon emissions, achieved by minimising emissions and engaging in credible carbon offset schemes/mechanisms.
· Carbon emissions’ – refers to all greenhouse gases, which are the cause of climate change.
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