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Foreword

This local landscape character assessment was prepared during 2017 by volunteers led

by the Gwennap Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan Landscape Character Core

Group with assistance during St age 1 (training) fr
Officer.  The final document was compiled by a parish resident who is also a chartered

landscape architect with experience in landscape character assessment.

The area being assessed is contained within the Parish boundary as shown in Figure 1.

Chacewater

St.Day

Carharrack

Gwennap

Lanner

Perranarworthal

Stithians
St. Gluvias

Figure 1:Gwennap Parish LLCA Area (extract from Cornwall council online mapping)

The purpose of the document is to provide a detailed record of Gwennapos |l ocal
landscape character to support the policies and design guidance provided by the Parish

Neighbourhood Development Plan. It is also intended to provide an additional layer of

information for developers to consider in the development of their proposals for sites

within, and within the setting of, the Parish in order to ensure that they are able to

effectively reference local landscape character in design and successfully integrate

development with it. The nature of landscape character will me an that in some locations

around the Parish boundary landscape character types will continue into adjacent
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parishes. As such, when being used in order to inform development proposals or
evaluation of their accordance with local character and policy this L LCA should be read

alongside those being prepared by our neighbours.

Introduction

Gwennap LLCA was carried out following the process identified by Cornwall Council in

their Local Landscape Character Assessment Guidance Note which essentially comprised
o Setup of LLCA core group
o Training by Cornwall Council Landscape Officer (Kath Statham) Spring 2017

o Desk study T review of existing information, definition of key landscape
character types, and identification of land parcels for assessment spring /

summer 2017.

o Fieldwork 1 review o f landscape character types within each land parcel,
photography of key features and views summer / early autumn 2017 (notes
appended) .

o Collaborative review i several LLCA Core Group meetings during the desk study
and fieldwork stages of the assessment to discuss findings and next steps.

o Draft LLCA 1 preparation of the draft LLCA document and mapping for

presentation to the community at a series of road shows in late 2017.

o Final LLCA i amendments to draft document and submission to Cornwall Council

as part of the NDP package.
Various sources of information were referred to in the preparation of the LLCA including:
o Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Land scape Assessment Cornwall Council 2007 i
o Cornwall landscape character best practice guide Cornwall Council 2011 i

o Cornwall Council online map  ping layers relating to landscape character, historic

landscape characterisation , flood risk and rivers.

o 0S 1:25000 base mapping
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https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/17196734/llca-guidance-loaded-on-web-v11.pdf
https://map.cornwall.gov.uk/website/ccmap/?&wsName=ccmap&layerName=Landscape%20Character%20Areas
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/cornwalls-landscape/cornwall-landscape-character-assessment-best-practice-guidance-2011/

Landscape Character and existing assessments

1.1 What is Local Landscape Character Assessment
An Approach t o Landscape Character Assessment 2014 i "the industry standard guidance
prepared by Natural England, states that fiLandscape character may be defined as a

distinct and recognisable pattern of elements, or characteristics, in the landscape that

makeone | andscape different from another , Intriasicddlgr t han
linked to landscape character, but subtly different, is landscape value , an accumulated

factor based on landscape quality, scenic quality, rarity, representativeness,

conservati on interests, recreation value, perceptual aspects and cultural associations.

The presence of designations is an indicator of recognised value but does not mean that

an undesignated area does not have value.

Landscape character assessment (LCA) is the pr ocess of identifying and describing
variation in character of the landscape and using this to define long term management
guidelines and to inform the planning and design of development in line with these . LCA
documents identify and explain the unique comb ination of elements and features that
make landscapes distinctive by mapping and describing character types and areas. They

also show how the landscape is perceived, exp erienced and valued by people.

A large part of landscape character is visual characte r and ameni ty and the nature of the
view. H ow it is experienced is defined by and defines the experience of landscape but

they are still two separate concepts. Visual character and views require a receptor,
someone to see them; landscape character is what it is regardless of whether there is
anyone there to see it. For example, if an area of trees is felled in the centre of an

ancient woodland it has an  effect on the character of that wood changing it from dense
tree cover to a woodland with a glade. If there was a public footpath running through

the wood the felling may be noticed and also result in a visual effect, but if there is no

path and no viewer therefore no visual effect, the landscape effect still occurs. This
difference becomes of particular importance in the evaluation of effects of development

on a piece of land

Landscape character assessments have long been publically available at a national and

local, county, level (see Section 1.2) but the nature of these assessments mean s that
the areas within them are often large and the descriptions necessarily too broad to relate

to smaller units of land such as parishes or smaller development sites. To address this,
the Local Landscape Character Assessment level has been introduced as part of the
Neighbourhood Planning process to capture landscape character at a more detailed level
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and to effectively incorporate local knowledge and experience of it.

1.2. National and Cornwall landscape character within Gwennap
Gwennap is covered at a national level wholly by NCA 152 Cornish Killas " and at a local
level by CA10 Carmenellis (south western corner to Trebowland Manor Farm) and CA11

Redruth, Camborne and Gwennap (remainder of Parish) as shownin Figure 2.

4+ Chindac

Figure 2: Cornwall Character Areas covering Gwennap (extract from Cornwall council online
mapping. CA10 rus set, CA11 green)

NCA152 covers much of the Cornish landmass around the central granite outcrops and

as such its description is largely too broad to refer specifically to the Gwennap landscape

though its key characteristics relating to the daindulating shill et (shale) plateau, with

open vistas and a characteristic network of stone -faced earthen banks (Cornish
hedgebanks), many enclosing fi el ds brdadleaves wooded nce medi
valleys § dmportant industrial archaeological sites, including hard rock mining with its

distinctive engine houses and quarrying sites § dispersed settlement pattern of hamlets,

farmsteads, historic mining villages...often formed of simple, austere buildings, with

6

Gwennap Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan
LLCA Version 4 Submission

Jan 209


http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6654414139949056
http://map.cornwall.gov.uk/reports_landscape_chr/areaCA10.pdf
http://map.cornwall.gov.uk/reports_landscape_chr/areaCA11.pdf
http://map.cornwall.gov.uk/reports_landscape_chr/areaCA11.pdf

nonconformist chapels and wayside crosses § and dowland heath, wet woodland,
wetland, scrub and unimproved grassland complexes, which are common and are
sometimes associated with areas of past industrial activity g are all evident to the casual
observer.  Within the NCA description are Statements of Environmental Opportunities of
which SEO1 (habitat management ) and SEO2 (heritage management) as well as several

of the Landscape Opportunities apply within Gwennap.

CA10 is an undulating upland granite plateau covering much of the land south of

Redruth towards the Helford and Fal Rias including the southern edge of Gwennap
between the A393 and Stithians. CAll is a particularly large area of small scale rolling
landscape with underlying slates and siltstones stretching from Camborne in the west to

Truro in the east and Feock to the south . Table 1 summarises their key features and
relates them to the Gwennap landscape. Analysis of the existing charac ter assessments
supports the need for the Local Landscape Character Assessment as it is apparent that ,
although many of the features of the larger areas are evident across the Parish , they are
not i mmedi ately relevant and that ma n yas wdll astthee
pressures experienced within the Parish, are not specifically identified in the higher level

assessments.

Cornwall CAs are further subd ivided into Landscape Descriptions Units (LDUs) , which
have a stronger relationship to the physiological characteristics of the landscape. These

are illustrated in ~ Figure 3 and summarised in  Table 2. The extents of the LDUs  are more
easily interpreted on the ground and form the starting point on which the Gwennap

landsca pe character types (GLCTs) are based.
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Figure 3: LDUs covering Gwennap (extract from Cornwall Council online mapping) summarised
from westto eastin  Table 2
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Table 1: Cornwall Character Area key features within Gwennap

CAl0Canmenellis CAL11 Redruth, Camborne and Gwennap Within Gwennap
. Upland granite, occasional rock outcrops, Devonian slates and siltstones with Poor soils across much of Parish.
Geology and soils . f ; . . . . .
improverished humic soils. secondary intrusions of mineral  -rich  penyenton Quarry and granite outcrops
material adjacent to the granite massif of south of Burncoose

Carnmenellis with shallow hard rock soils. . . .
Extensive mining remains across the

Geology resulted in inten  sive extraction Parish more obviously in the north.
of tin, copper, lead, zinc and iron across
the area and definition of modern

landscape.
Topography and Exposed, elevated gently undulating Rolling landscape with topography and Local ridge north of Cascadden Hous e
plateau, | and drops away at the edges. land use closely related to geology with and Tredeague Farm at 160m AOD
drainage Small streams which drain the plateau two catchment basins streams within dropping to north and Gwennap valley at
become incised and significant at the which  form incised narrow valleys 50m AOD.
edges of the granite . emphasising the rolling nature of the CA1l eastern catchment basin includes
landscape and feeding into larger rivers. most of Gwennap with streams flowing to

Carnon River. Valleys are well defined
with Trewedna Water across the south of
the Parish risin g north of Skear Croft
flowing east to Perranwell and the River
Kennal, Gwennap stream across the
centre rising at Comford flowing east
through Cusgarne and Coombe to Bissoe,
Wheal Maid Valley across the north from
Wheal Jewel east to Twelveheads and the
Poldice Valley along the northern parish
boundary all draining into the Carnon
River.
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CAl0Canmenellis

Mostly improved gra ssland/pasture with
some arable. M any small fragmented
semi - natural habitats at the head of and
along small stream valleys including
narrow areas of broadleaved woodland,
scrub and bracken with areas of Wet
Woodland, Fens and Purple Moor Grass
and Rush Pasture. Remnant woodland,
heath or wetland has survived or has
developed on abandoned mine workings
Network of Cornish hedges form
ecolo gical corridors between the farmed
land and the semi -natural areas.

Biodiversity

Dominant landcover improved
grassland/pasture, unenclosed rough
moorland areas with Lowland Heathland
exist. Tree cover limited due to the
exposed nature of the plateau. High
rainfall and areas of poor drainage have
allowed Wet Woodland and wetland to
develop in the small stream valleys.

Land Cover
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CA11 Redruth, Camborne and Gwennap

Mostly grassland/pasture interspersed
with arable and rough grazing. Small
fragmented habitats ) broadleaved
woodland, bracken and scrub and
wetland - along valleys especially around
abandoned mine workings with some
flora and fauna assemblages notified as
SSSis for bryophytes. Larger areas of
woodland restricted to lower parts of
valleys and estates. More s heltered
Cornish hedges have much scrubby
growth with mature trees forming a
netw ork of ecological corridors between
the farmed and the semi  -natural areas.

Modern land use and pattern heavily
influenced by shaft mining history, main
land cover is improved gr assland and
pasture with extensive disturbed areas
colonised by scrub, bracken and heath.
Small areas of woodland occur along the
valleys with settlements a combination of
former mining towns and dispersed but
dense mining and rural settlement
pattern els ewhere.

Within Gwennap

Majority of Parish is improved grassland
and pasture.

Woodland and associated habitats along
valleys, particularly the Gwennap T
Cusgarne valley.

Larger areas of woodland around
Scorrier, Burncoose and Tre  vince estates.

Two SSSIs in Gwennap T Wheal Gorland
covering 0.2ha between St Day
recreation ground and Old Telephone
Exchange of geological value and West
Cornwall Bryophytes  (Poldice Valley unit)
covering 53.9ha  associated with the
former Poldice Mine  from Poldice Terrace
east to Hayle Mills  of ecological value

Landscape has strong evidence of mining

history across Parish, dominated by
pasture with recolonised heath and scrub

particularly across United Downs and

Wheal Maid. Settlements are defined by

proximity to former mines or ancient

villages with a strong working rural
character.



Land Use
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CAl0Canmenellis

Predominantly  pastoral agriculture, some
land in rough grazing. Medieval enclosure
dominates in the lower areas but reduces

on the main bulk of the upland area.
Fragmented patches of rough ground
either as unenclos ed land of heath and
scrub or as Recently Enclosed Land that
has through neglect, reverted to scrub.
Remains of tin and copper mining activity
including structures and tips. Several
large masts form major landmarks on the

high points of the area.
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CA11 Redruth, Camborne and Gwennap

Mix of m edieval and post medieval
enclosure overlaid with areas of disturbed
or derelict land from earlier industrial
activity. Farming is a mixture of pastoral
and arable. There are mining
smallholdings as well as estate land.
Remnants of the mining industry wit h
engine houses, tramways and bare
ground tips can still be found. Some of

this land is being reused for newer
industrial purposes; other areas are
regenerating to heathland.

Within Gwennap

Predominantly pastoral in medieval
enclosures except in former mining areas
where land is derelict, regenerating heath
and scrub or plantation woodland (United
Woods) and any fields are larger later
enclosures. Numerous remnants of
mining industry, some reused for new
industry such as United Downs and
Mount Wellington, leisure use at U nited
Downs Raceway, some features such as
wooded O&éburrowsdé over
pastoral fields, some scrub and heath.



Field and woodland

pattern
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CAl0Canmenellis

Extensive areas of Anciently Enclosed
Land with small fields, mostly around the
margins of the Landscape Character
Area, and large areas of Recently
Enclosed Land created on former rough
ground during the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries, characterised by
the straight -sided fields. Part of this
Recently Enclosed Land is in the form of
miners' sma llholdings, each typically of
around 5 -10 acres.  Cornish hedges form
a network in the area, some with
hedgerows but mainly turf capped stone
sided banks. Woodland is broadleaved
plantation. It is very limited and confined

to the valleys and valley heads.
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CA11 Redruth, Camborne and Gwennap

Small irregular fields of Anciently
Enclosed Land predominate in more
sheltered valleys and hillsides but a very

large part of the LCA consists of exposed,
marginal, former Upland Rough Ground,

enclosed in post
larger, straight
Enclosed Land. A particular feature of

smal |l hol di ngs 6,
dense but dispersed

medieval period into the
-sided fields of Recently
the
area
mar ked
settlement

atter i s t he

rural

pattern with a network of small lanes.
The ornamental landscape of the former

Scorrier estate

lies within the LCA. Field

boundaries are Cornish hedges. Many
support significant scrubby vegetation
and trees so that the pattern they create
is strongly textured. In some areas field

boundaries are deteriorating
being reinforced i
wire and corrugated
occurs as seminatural in

and are
n a haphazard way with
iron. Woodland

the valley

bottom with estate plantations on the
upper valley sides and over old mining
areas.

Within Gwennap

Predominantly small irregular fields
characteristic of a historic enclosure
patter n with larger fields across higher
ground around and over former mine
sites. Unusual wider floodplain east of
Gwennap with larger more regular fields.
Manorial field pattern and design features
around Cusgarne Manor still clearly
evident as is estate and ornamental
landscape around Trevince and
Burncoose . Several areas of miners
smallholdings such as Crofthandy,
Hicks Mill. Network of narrow small lanes
with  tall hedged Cornish  hedges
connecting to the more managed hedges
defining field boundari es. Woodland is a
mix of seminatural along valley bottoms
and heads with plantations around
estates and across former mine workings.

0
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Settlement pattern
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CAl0Canmenellis

Historic nucleated settlement with a
number of enlarged medieval
churchtowns such as Stithians and post -
medieval industrial settlements such as
Longdowns. Twentieth -century
settlements developed substantially from
small historic cores as between Lanner
and Redruth along the A393. Outside the
villages, the settlement  pattern is
dispersed sheltered valley
farmsteads relating to the medieval
enclosures with the exception of the
small villages associated with the
extensive tin and copper mining.
Buildings are generally small and basic
with slate roofs and local stone walls.
Houses are often grouped with other
small outbuildings and tin sheds, the
overall feel of which is ad hoc
generally degraded.

with
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CA11 Redruth, Camborne and Gwennap

Predominant pattern in former industrial
areas outside towns is of dispersed bu t
relatively dense settlement based on
farmsteads and mi n&aomeb
smaller villages based around double
range farmhouses have undergone rapid
growth, both during the busy industrial

and mining period and more recently
which have historic infill blocks forming
clusters rather than having become linear
settlements.

Buil dings range from farmsteads to small
corrugated iron sheds, with derelict
engine houses and other mining
structures forming distinctive silhouettes

on the skyline and other building s of the
mining and  associated industries,
together with the many Methodist
chapels, form ing significant built
components in the landscape. Together
these elements create a 'busy’ landscape .
Key building materials are killas and slate
with render. Modern materials include
brick and concrete block with roof tiles.

Within Gwennap

Dispersed but dense small villages and
hamlets based on farmsteads such as
Pulla Cross, and Fernsplatt , miners
cottages at Crofthandy and Poldice
Terrace and medieval villages such as
Cusgarne a nd Gwennap. Twentieth
century has tended towards conversion of
agricultural buildings and modern estate

infill  development such as around
Frogpool or individual plots with larger
detached properties of generic
6contemporarybo design

materials are slate roofs with local stone
walls sometimes rendered and painted in
a pale neutral colour. Houses tend to be
four square or wider than they are deep.
Farms and outbuildings are a mix of
repaired historic structures featuring a
variety of materials a nd larger timber
framed and clad barns. Derelict engine
houses form distinctive features on the
horizon particularly along United Downs
and the Wheal Maid and Poldice Valleys
with  capped shafts being localised
features.



Transport pattern
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CAl0Canmenellis

A393 runs north/south along the eastern
edge of the area , A394 along the
southern  boundary and B3297 links
Redruth with Helston . Remainder of the
area is linked by narrow lanes with sharp
bends created by following the rectilinear
field boundaries and a significant number
of tracks leading to isolated smallholdings

or single dwellings off the road.
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CA11 Redruth, Camborne and Gwennap

A30 dual carriageway with few junctions

runs through the area, A393 skirts the
area linking it to the south coast and the

A39 runs on the southern extremity , B
roads serve the closely spaced scattered
settlement s connected by numerous
small lanes, many of them old mine
tracks now used as bridleways.

Within Gwennap

A393 cuts across the south of the P arish
from Penventon east to Pengreep, B3298
runs north  from Comford through
Trevince Pla ntations to Carharrack. Local
routes include the o6t
south of the P arish from Burncoose east
to Frogpool and on to Perranwell, the
road from Comford east through
Gwennap to sunny Corner and on to
Cusgarne, United Road from Carharrack
east to United Downs and across to
Mount Wellington, Cusgarne Hill from
United Downs to the village, Coombe
Lane from Cusgarne to Bissoe and the
O6main roaddé from the
south through through t  he Parish across
United Downs to Pulla Cross and o n to
the A393 at Pellyn Cross. Numerous
smaller lanes 1 Higher Goongumpas,
Trehaddle i rel ate to the
heritage with a network of tracks and
footpaths throughout the P arish including
the Mineral Tramways route

B
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CAl0Canmenellis
Former areas of Upland Rough Ground
include earlier prehistoric ritual
monuments including stone circles
standing stones and numerous hilltop
cairns and barrows. The summit of Carn
Brea is of very high importance, with a
Neolithic tor enclosure and an Iron Age
hillfort, a medieval hunting lodge and
deer park. Traces of later prehistoric
unenclosed settlements and field systems
and of Iron Age and Roman -period
defended farmsteads (rounds), the latter
particularly around the margins of the
area. Medieval churches at Stithians;
Much evidence of former streamworking
and mining activity for tin and copper,
including engine houses, dressing floors
and other features forming a key part in
the World Heritage Site designation.
Quarrying has also been important. T he
de Dunstanville / Bassett monument on
Carn Brea dominates the skyline above
Redruth and, with the
widely  visible across mid and west
Cornwall.

Historic features
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CA11 Redruth, Camborne and Gwennap

Dominant historic landscape character of
this LCA derives from its industrial
history, but there are significant earlier
elements, among them large barrow
groups on higher ground north of Carnon
Downs and at Three Burrows and Two
Burrows. Surviving traces of Iron Age
and Roman -period defended farmsteads

(rounds) across lower ground. Medieval
churchtowns - Perranwell
(Perranarworthal ) and substantial areas

of essentially medieval landscape in the
form of Anciently Enclosed Land.

Mining is the dominant element , -
Gwennap once described as the richest
square mile in the old world - and the
most visible historic features are the
remains of the mining industry including
derelict engine  houses, foundries,
calciners, powder ma (¢
cottages, tips, spoil heaps and Methodist
chapels, railways and numerous mining
tracks. The mines a t Mt. Wellington and
Wheal Jane have recently  closed. Number
of estates originally developed by the
mine  owners such as  Scorrier,
Burncoose, Pengreep and Trevince.

Within Gwennap

Trebowland Round (late prehistoric to
Romano British with evidence of later use
as a hurling ground) to south  of Parish.

Medieval farms and manors i Trebowland
in the south, Cusgarne and Gwennap in

the centre, Little Beside in the north i
with associated field systems.

Majority of areads hi s
to its mining heritage, many of which
may have obliterated earlier remains.
Engine houses are frequent across the
north  of the Parish, shafts occur
frequently in fields normally within
wooded &éburrowséo, chap
Hicks Mill and Frogpool, and several mills,

and a former cand le factory (Pulla Farm).

Estates with their associated ornamental
and Barton farm landscapes include
Burncoose and Pengreep in the south of
the P arish and Trevince in the west.

The Cornwall and West Devon Mining
Sites World Heritage Site i Gwennap
District covers much of the P arish, from
the northern boundary south across
United Downs to Carharrack and Hicks
Mill and to the west from Trevince
Plantation south east across Gwennap to
Pengreep.



CAl0Canmenellis

Some land is in poor condition reverting

to scrub in places. There is fragmentation
and poor management of heathland and
poor management of wetlands.

Condition

Changes in agricultural practice reducing
management input - field rationalisation,
intensification, new structures and
diversification.

Pressures

Suburbanisation of
settlements.

Windfarm development.

dispersed

Bleak and exposed landscape with a
strong visual associati on with its history
of poor farming and tin and copper
mining, patches of rough ground, basic
settlements and engine houses creating a
melancholy atmosphere in the post -
industrial age. It does, however, have an
appealing remoteness despite the large
number of isolated dwellings and
telegraph poles, which seem overly
dominant on the  open uplands. In the
sheltered areas there are some attractive
valley farmsteads.

Aesthetic and sensory
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Generally the condition is good. Field
boundaries are gappy and there is scrub
reversion to the north. Derelict mining
heritage areas are unmanaged.
Settlement expansion is of poor quality in
places.

Development pressure within and on the
edges of settlement both small scale,
cumulative and large  scale.

Reversion due to lack of management in
marginal farming areas.

Conflicting land use on despoiled mining
land.

Very special, atmospheric landscape
containing pockets which have been left

to nature after  mining activity and which
consequently retain a peacefulness and
remoteness that is lost in other parts of

the area which are more built up. Though

a confused landscape at first impressions,
after exploration it reveals a wealth of
local detail and much of interest. The
wide extent of the former mining
landscape is a reminder of the area's past
importance internationally in the
development of mining and engineering
technology

Within Gwennap

Most of the area is in good condition with
some field boundaries in need of repair.
Derelict mine sites appear unmanaged
(NB: Wheal Maid is in HLS) and required
works to ensure features of value are
retained. Untied Downs former landfill is

a maj or degrading feature though
undergoing restoration. Poor quality or
inappropriate design is a detracting
feature around some settlements such as
Crofthandy and Frogpool.

Changes in agricultural practice as farms
diversify or are sold off in parcels.

Conversion of former
buildings to residential use.

agricultural

Increased develo pment at United Downs.

Damage to landscape caused by illegal
vehicle use of tracks and former mine
sites and fly tipping.

Development pressure on edges of small
settlements.

A strongly working rural landscape with

an enclosed character due to folding
topography across lower ground and long
views to the wider area including to Carn
Marth from ridges.  Its mining heritage is
integral with a wide variety of features in
every view , the north of the P arish
defined by the Wheal Maid and Poldice
valleys and the west by United Downs.

Despite its busy character and a history
shaped by industry and development, the

area is tranquil and has a timeless
quality.



Distinctive features

Visions and objectives
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CAl0Canmenellis

The most distinctive features are the
Cornish hedges and hedgerows enclosing

the small, irregular field pattern of
permanent pasture, the dispersed
settlement pattern with mining

associations of modest cottages and
terraces, the engine houses, narrow rural

lan es and woodland in valleys. Carn Brea

is visible for many miles around. The
communications mast at Four Lanes is
prominent.

An upland area with a remote landscape
character that is being eroded by clutter

of overhead wires and  isolated dwellings.
Patches of the original upland rough
ground st ill exist amongst the irregular
yet distinctive field pattern.

The objective must be to conserve the

remote landscape character and the
cultural features of the landscape.
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The most distinctive features are the
remains of the mining industry including
derelict engine houses, tips, mining
tracks and Metho dist chapels. These
create a complex, small scale landscape.
Carn Marth; Gwennap Pit and the railway
viaducts are other impressive features.

This is a very busy landscape with the
extensive urban development in the west

of t he Landscape Character Area and the
main communications corridor of the
county. The eastern portion is more
pastoral but everywhere there is the
legacy of the mining industry making it
the core of the World Heritage site.

The objective must be to conserve and
enhance the historic mining heritage of

the area whilst ensuring
development continues and is

integrated into the landscape.

that
well

Within Gwennap

The most distinctive features are remains

of the mining industry including the
Wheal Maid Valley, United Downs and
Burncoose as well as the wealth of
associated structures and buildings which
supported the mining communities. A
strong network of Cornish hedges ,
defining roads and field boundaries , as
well as the estate woodland around
Burncoose and Trevince and the
plantations across United Downs give a
strong wooded character.

A working rural area with integral mining

heritage across an evidently older
landscape.
The objective must be to cons erve the

variety and depth of valuable heritage
features from prehistoric and medieval to
recent mining sites within a
predominantly medieval field pattern still

in productive agricultural use and to
integrate development without stifling
viable communitie s  with  improved
accessibility/ facilities as well as increased
tourist/ visitor promotion



Planning and Land

Management Guidelines
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CAl0Canmenellis

Manage the historic features of the World
Heritage Site in particular and improve
interpretation in  places.

Maintain and repair Cornish hedges,
hedgerows and stiles using appropriate
materials and methods of construction.

Manage Upland Rough ground for
biodiversity and archaeology.

Encourage the planting of small
woodlands and farm copses in sheltered

valleys avoiding planti  ng conifer
plantations on high open ground.

Develop design guidance to avoid
incremental change to dwellings and

development out of scale,
landscape character.

pattern and
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Create a comprehensive development
plan for the whole of the urban area as

as t he villages to  accommodate
expansion and ensure integration with
the landscape.

Provide strong design guidelines for
development  differentiating  between
those adjacent to large urban areas and
those adjacent to small settlements.

and manage the hi storic
- particularly in the

Conserve
industrial landscape
World Heritage S ites.

Develop a strategy to encourage planting
especially within the estates encouraging
new woodlands as well as small copses
and planting on hedgerows and field
corners.

Integrate new devel opment and existing
farm buildings into the landscape with
carefully designed planting including
Monterey Pine an d sycamore.

Within Gwennap

Manage and promote understanding of
historic features of all eras.

Maintain and repair Cornish hedges,
hedgerows and stiles using a  ppropriate
construction and plant materials and
methods of construction.

Develop a woodland management
strategy within estates and across
plantations encouraging new productive
broadleaved woodlands with enhanced
biodiversity value as well as enhancing
Obrur owsd within fiel

Develop design guidance to integrate
development within existing settlements
and ensure appropriate scale, pattern
and materials as well as identify
appropriate none residential community
and employment uses.

ds.



Table 2: LDUs with Gwennap

LDU Physiographic Ground type Cultural Landcover
pattern
163 Hard rock Impoverished Clustered with Secondary
uplands soils on igneous small farms wooded
rocks pastures
174 Hard rock Shallow brown Dispersed with Secondary
uplands soils on hard small farms wooded
rock pastures
327 Hard rock Shallow brown Mining with Secondary
slopes and soils on hard small farms wooded
ridges rock pastures
328 River valleys Dry Meadowland - Secondary
meadowland small sized wooded
farms pastures
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Gwennap Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan
LLCA Version 4 Submission
Jan 209

LCA number

CA10

CAll

CAll

CA11

Area within Gwennap

SW corner from Trewithen Moor to Trebowland

Manor Farm

Majority of Parish from Trebowland Manor and
Gilly Farms in south west to Little Beside in the
north, across Wheal Clifford to Greensplatt in the
west and around Tresamble and Pengreep in the

south east.

Acro ss the no rth of the Parish from Todpool in the
west to Twelveheads then south around Cusgarne

to Lowarn Bre Farm and Mount Pleasant

Northern boundary  along Carnon River from
Twelveheads in the west to Bissoe in the east and

south around Coombe.



- -
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Figure 4: Landscape features and key vantage points within Gwennap

1.1.

Key landscape characteristics within Gwennap

Based on the analysis in Table 1 and supported by fieldwork, key characteristics of the

Gwennap landscape as awho le can be summarised as:

(o]
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A working rural area with integral mining heritage across an evidently

older landscape.

Poor soils with granite outcrops in the south and extensive mining

remains in the north.

High point in the south west with topography defined by stream
valleys flowing east towards Carnon and Kennal rivers. Unusual wider

floodplain east of Gwennap.

Majority of landcover is improved grassland and pasture with woodland

and associated habitats along valleys and around estates. Former mine sites
to north have large areas of disturbed ground, regenerating heath and

scrub .

Predominantly pastoral land use with medieval field pattern , larger field
pattern and areas of derelict land across former mine sites to north and
east of Parish. Some reuse of mine sites such as United Downs and Mount
Wellington.

Estate and manorial field patterns and design features around Cusgarne

Manor, Trevince and Burncoose still clearly evident.

Dispersed but dense small villages and hamlets defined by p roximity to
former mines or ancient villages with a strong working rural character
Traditional materials are slate roofs with local stone walls sometimes rendered

and painted in a pale neutral colour. Houses tend to be four square or wider

than they are  deep.

Derelict engine houses and shafts form distinctive features on the horizon

particularly along United Downs and the Wheal Maid and Poldice Valleys.

Complex and busy transport pattern with numerous small lanes, tracks

and paths as well as local routes across and through P arish.

Gwennap Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan
LLCA Version 4 Submission

Jan 209



As abroad overview the Parish can be divided into the three main landscape character areas

Figure5 and outlined in Sectiofh.2. These are often used asan-technicaltool to interpret the
overall perception of landscapcharacter within a culturatbcial geographical area as they are

easier to engage ith both in the field and remotely.

Within the Rarish thereis also aseries of intrinsically different landscapes which can be grouped into
the landscape character typetescribedn sectionsl.3to 1.3.6which were identified early on in the
LLCA process as being defined leywation and physical geography. Each LCT descriptigins

with a list oflocally recognised areds assist the reader in locating the LCT followedlégcriptions
that have been structured to follow that of the Cornwall Character Aegassimplified @ minimise

repetition.
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