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Gwennap Parish Council 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
HELD AT THE PARISH ROOMS, PULLA CROSS ON 

17th NOVEMBER 2011 
Present. Cllr Humble (Acting Chairman), Cllr Roscorla, Cllr Padmore, Cllr Evans, 

Cllr Lanyon 
  
Apologies Cllr Furnish, PCSO Gamble 
 
Also present  : Mr Reburn, Mr Bawden, Mrs Roscorla 
 
PUBLIC CLINIC   nil 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
11/226 
Cllr Lanyon declared an interest in planning applications, item 1 
 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING TO APPROVE 
11/227 
The minutes of the October meeting were signed as a true record. 
 
MATTERS ARISING. 
11/228 

1. The tipping on land adjacent to Wheal Maid had been reported to the Environment Agency. The Clerk is chasing 
an update as tipping continues to take place. 

2. The floodlights were now working, except one. The fault was not a simple one, and the electrician would return 
with ladders to carry out tests at the top of the pole. 

3. The rubbish behind the cemetery shed had been partly removed, but Cllr Padmore offered to help with his trailer to 
take the remainder to the tip. 

4. The Clerk had received confirmation that the Football Club had discussed the container and were now looking 
again for one. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
11/229 

1. The minutes of the meeting of the Mining Villages Regeneration group held on the 6th October were noted. 
2. Both CALC and NALC had updated the Council on the progress the Future Code of Conduct was making via the 

Localism Bill. It now seemed there would be a requirement to adopt a Code, although there were several options 
being proposed. The Clerk would inform CALC that we were in favour on just one Code for the whole of the 
County. Cornwall Council would be speaking to the various Network Groups to explain their thinking on the issue. 

3. It was noted that National Tree Week was taking place between 26th November and 4th December. Individuals were 
being encouraged to plant at least one tree. 

4. The Police report on activities in the Parish during the past month was read. A slight increase in reported crime 
from 5 to 6 was noted. Eighteen calls had been made to the Force Enquiry Service relating to the parish.  Daytime 
burglaries were on the increase, and any suspicious incidents should be reported on either the non-emergency 
number of 101, or in an emergency, 999. 

5. The street litter clearing report for the month was noted.  
6. The minutes of Carharrack Parish Council’s meeting of 24th October were noted. 

 
PLANNING 
11/230 
Planning Applications received to date: 
1.   PA11/07897   Mr K Furnish, Hale Mills Cottage, Hale Mills  -erect a 6m x14m wooden shed. (retrospective) SUPPORT 
2.   PA11/08508   Mr D Dickson, Penventon House, Gwennap   -   single storey side extension SUPPORT 
3.   PA11/08435   Mr Ely, Highlands, Fernsplatt  -  proposed flue to wood burning stove SUPPORT 
4.   PA11/08440   Dr N McKay, Coombe House, Cusgarne  -  extension and alteration to dwelling SUPPORT 
5.   PA11/08372   Richard Caldarone P’rship  -  wind turbine at Wheal Jane (Neighbouring Parish Consultation)SUPPORT 
6.   PA11/08961   Mrs S Chynoweth, land off Sparry Lane, Carharrack  -  stationing of caravan (Cert. of Lawfulness)    
UNABLE TO COMMENT BUT REFER CASE OFFICER TO CARHARRACK PARISH COUNCIL 
7.   PA11/08640   Mr Johns, Trebowland Farm, Gwennap  -  barn conversion to residential. OBJECT 
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Decision Notices received back from Cornwall Council. 
PA11/06208   Mr M Burr, LTC Scaffolding, United Downs Ind Park  -  new office building. APPROVED 
PA11/05510   Mr H Andrews, land at United Downs Farm  -  agricultural workers dwelling  -  WITHDRAWN 
PA10/06595   Mr I Nicholls, Unit 2, United Downs Ind Park  -  extension to Industrial Unit. APPROVED 
 
Enforcement Issues. 
1.   The enforcement of caravan(s) at Tresamble Moor was ongoing, the land owner has been asked to remove the caravans. 
2.   Tipping at Wheal Maid was currently with the Environment Agency. The Clerk has been unable to get an update on the 
current status. 
3.   The proposed enforcement at The Yard, Trehaddle were on hold, pending an expected retrospective planning application 
for a live/work unit. The case officer has assured the Council he will ensure matters progress at a reasonable pace. 
 
Communications with Planners. 
Cllr Humble spoke of difficulties in getting through (as a member of the public) to speak to a planning officer. It seemed to 
be a common problem, and if so needed bringing to the attention of Cornwall Council. However, the Clerk explained that 
the Parish Council had specific “friendly officers” to contact if there was any problem, and he had never had a problem in 
getting an answer. There were also specific case officer phone numbers on each planning application. 
 
REPORTS FROM EXTERNAL MEETINGS ATTENDED 
11/231 
Cllrs Roscorla and Evans had attended the Fete meeting. No other parish organisations attended, but it was hoped for greater 
involvement at future meetings. 
It was still the intention to hold a joint fete at the Playing Field on Diamond Jublilee Day, Saturday 2nd June 2012. 
 
GRANT APPLICATION 
11/232 
An application has been received from Crofthandy Village Hall for a grant towards a covered area to the east of their Hall. 
An application last year for funding had to be turned down as the Parish Council were experiencing a cash shortfall because 
of their own Parish Rooms project, however, we were now in a stronger financial position. 
The efforts of the Village Hall Committee in providing such a well-used facility for the residents of the Corfthandy area 
were appreciated by Councillors, and it was unanimously RESOLVED to give a grant of £2,000 towards their project. 
 
WHEAL MAID 
11/233 
1.    The Clerk presented his monthly visual report on the valley. There was nothing new to report. 
2.   A proposal by the “Fullysussed” Mountain Biking Academy” for an event in the valley next year was discussed. The 
Clerk read their detailed proposal, including a history of the organisation and their public liability insurance cover. Cllr 
Lanyon pointed out that it was the intention, when originally  purchasing the valley from the mine company, to encourage 
leisure use.  It was RESOLVED to support this application in principle, but to ask for further discussions to resolve practical 
issues such as parking, where serious thought was required. 
3.   A letter had been received from an adjacent landowner to the Wheal Maid Valley. Mrs Holt of Goon Farm was in the 
process of registering her land with the Land Registry and discovered that an area thought to be part of the farm was 
actually registered to the Parish Council. She has offered the Council opportunity to explain this before registering an 
objection with the Registry. 
The Clerk confirmed that the parcel of land was one of many transferred/purchased from Wheal Jane in 2002. He has 
received confirmation from Wheal Jane that the land was indeed their property to sell, and was sold with “possessory title”. 
The Land Registry had also confirmed that property was held in the name of the Parish Council. 
It was considered that the issue was one between Mrs Holt and the Land Registry, who could identify at what stage the land 
ceased to become part of Goon Farm. Once Mrs Holt had this information, the Council would consider the appropriate 
action to take. 
 
PARISH BETTERMENT PROJECT 
11/234 
Cllr Humble outlined his concerns about the Shop project, and had spoken with the Chairman, who appreciated it was not a 
viable option. 
Cllr Lanyon suggested some other ideas that we could consider in the future. They included providing interested 
parishioners with a small quantity of trees to plant : holding “events” at different locations in the parish to bring the 
community together, improving community life : encouraging the pub to open for essential items (bread, milk etc) by 
providing a fridge or similar equipment  
 
PLAYING FIELD MATTERS 
11/235 
A request had been made by Chacewater Youth football club to play and train at the Richard Jory Playing Field from the 
2012/2013 season. It would mean two teams, Under 11’s and 12’s playing approximately twenty home matches between 
them and training once a week under floodlights. They would re-name the club “Frogpool Youth” which may attract some 
of the local children. They would be linked to the main Football Club which would bring added benefits. They would not 
require the showers, but the changing rooms would be appreciated. 
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There was concern expressed as to how the field would respond to increased use, especially the training area. 
The Clerk was asked to write to Frogpool/Cusgarne Football Club to see how they felt about the proposal, and how it could 
work, practically.  
If the reply was positive, then Chacewater Youth would be given a one-year probationary period following which the 
Council would re-evaluate the situation. 

 
FINANCE 
11/236 

1. The Clerk had given each Councillor a financial breakdown of the current and anticipated budget in preparation for 
a discussion on the level of precept to set for 2012/2013. Councillors were mindful of the current economic climate 
and of its impact on our parishioners, and asked the Clerk to plan for savings of 10% on last years’ budget. A 
precept of £25,875 was therefore RESOLVED, the lowest it had been for eight years. 

2. Income had been received since the last meeting of £275 for cemetery fees and £12 from the floodlight meter in the 
playing field. 

3. It was RESOLVED to pay Broker Network Ltd £1,561.39 for the insurance premium for the coming year. This was 
the third of our three-year agreement.. 

4. Cllr Padmore confirmed that he had carried out the quarterly internal audit check up to 30th September and found 
everything to be in order. 

5. Payments were authorised in respect of :- 
   Cheque number   payee   service    value 
101071    Gwennap & District Poppy Appeal     wreath  £19.50 
101072    Cornwall Council  Salt bins/bags   £368.38 
101073    Cornwall Council  Q2 grass cutting   £153.00 
101074    Broker Network Ltd Insurance premium  £1,561.39 
101075    Greenham  paper hand towels  £52.15 
101076    R Cook   litter picking   £107.10 
101077    Cornwall Council  newsletter printing  £236.38 
101078    L Moody  P.Field duties   £76.50 
101079    Martin Luck Group envelopes   £11.94 
101080    Crofthandy Village Hall grant    £2,000.00 
 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………… ……….. Chairman 15th December 2011  


