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Serving Gwennap Parish

Merry Christmas !!
Firstly, a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all ! 

Issue 10 may well get blown out of your letterbox by the wind if you 

donôt retrieve it quickly but here it is and itôs packed full of interesting 

and useful stuff. 

Thanks for your continued suggestions and offerings ïplease keep 

them coming as we are only as good as our content and we need YOU

to give us information on events and local issues.

gwennapcouncil@btinternet.com

Alan Blamey, Clerk  01872 864601

Your Parish Website ïwww.gwennap-parish.net

We have recently been adding more useful information to the parish 

website. As well as being able to download this newsletter, we have 

now made available all the minutes of the Parish Council meetings as 

far back as October 2001. We aim to have all the most up to date 

information published here including details about your Parish 

Councillors, and any upcoming events.

The website also contains a small potted history of the parish. We 

would like to improve this and would be very pleased to receive any 

more details about the parish that you might have. We would also like 

to show photos of your favouriteviews from around the area. 

Please get in touch if there is anything you would like to see added to 

the site.

In this issueé
ÅChairman's News

ÅParish News

ÅChristmas Walk

ÅLocal News

ÅEnvironment

ÅSocial Events

ÅLots of other exciting 

stuff !!!
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Receive this Newsletter by 

email and reduce the 

ógreenô burden ïsend an 

email with ñNewsò in the 

Subject: box to 

editor@gwennap-parish.net

How times change...

2 gallons of petrol for 12.5p !!

Thanks to Alan Joryfor the invoice

mailto:ennapcouncil@btinternet.com


Parish Council News2

Chairmanôs overview
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all on the Parish Council.

Dogged determination, stamina, a clear vision and absolute commitment to the community are true qualities in a 

single person.  To find them in a group of people is refreshing indeed.  CrofthandyVillage Hall Committee have 

exhibited these qualities over several years and now their work is coming to fruition.  The pictures that you can 

see on the next page show what they will achieve in the provision of a village hall for Crofthandy.  Well done 

all.  We hope to bring you updates on the progress of the project over the next few months.

It has been a difficult year for many people so I hope that next year brings better circumstance.  Over this year 

the Parish Council has continued to do its best for the community.  Looking over reports from other councils it is 

clear that ours runs relatively smoothly despite occasional times when difficult situations have to be addressed.  

This year we have continued our push to maintain our community facilities, such as the Playing Field, footpaths 

and other facilities.  The website and newsletter continue to be well received and are well supported by 

advertisers and contributors.  Real progress has been made in reducing the number of illegal motor vehicles on 

footpaths and bridleways and we look forward to receiving the final Environment Agency report on Wheal Maid 

in due course.  Clearly we do still have a problem with damage caused by illegal vehicles.  We are also starting 

to see vandalism perpetrated by other users of Wheal Maid and are taking steps to mitigate this. 

The proposed development of Parish Rooms at the Playing Field has now reached the stage where the Parish 

Council is evaluating tenders received. The intention was to commence work in early January ïthis might still 

be possible, but a funding issue and some technical details need resolving first. If there is a delay, it could affect 

the start of the Car Boot events. More on this in our next issue, due out in early March. 

Many thanks to those of you who have provided us with old photographs for reproducing in the Newsletter. We 

canôt squeeze them all in this issue, but will use them in future editions. Keep them coming, comments received 

suggest they are a popular item.  Fundamentally we live in a relatively secure and beautiful environment and the 

Parish Council will continue to work to promote this in 2010.  

Regards, Kevin Furnish   (Chairman)

Liz Smith 01209 820455



Crofthandy and Village Hall Project3

CrofthandyVillage Hall

It seems at times that nothing at all is happening, no forward direction everything grinds to a halt.  It 

has been one of those difficult phases, but I believe we are about to move on at last. The plans have 

now met with the Parish Council approval and we wait for County Planning to do the same.  

We have made some agreed alterations to the original plans on the recommendation of the County 

Planning Office, and everyone seems to be happy.  The changes were, additional glazing in some 

areas and timber cladding for exterior finish.  Whilst these changes are aesthetically pleasing they 

will be expensive, and the committee are pursuing funding for the extra cost.

As soon as we get the planning permissionsecured it is my hope that we shall see some structural 

signs of progress.   As for the raising funds, we are in the cold, wet, damp season, and no I donôt mean 

June! This is a difficult time for raising funds indoors when our facilities are not really up to the job.  

Hopefully not for much longer! Any ideas and input towards the project are always most welcome.  

Once again the village hall notice board is the place to watch for functions and events.

S.Trelease01209 822153

CROFTHANDY METHODIST 

CHURCH

Service every Sunday at 3 p.m.

Everyone welcome.

Christmas Carol Service Sunday 

13th December  - 3p.m.

Reverend Danny Reed

Refreshments following Service.

Steward (and contact), Richard Snell 

01209 820556



Footpath Matters ïFootpaths Matter 4

Christmas Footpath Walk - United ïWheal Maid ïHale Mills area

Knowing how squeamish some of you are, this walk is not too muddy  - well, not deep mud, and ideal for walking off 

Christmas excesses. Some of the paths are footpaths and some unofficial tracks, but theyôre all easily accessible and safe. It 

will also give you an idea of where the Wheal Maid Valley is, and what it looks like. You will often read about it in Council

minutes, so now you will know what we are talking about.

START ïat the lay-by on the United Downs to Mount Wellington road, 400 metres from the United turn off on the left. 

Enter the lane alongside the lay-by, through the metal barrier. Keep straight on through the pine trees bearing right, down 

past the ñPrivate - Wheal Maid Valleyò sign through two gateposts. Keep straight down until you pass a small concrete 

chimney on your left.

RIGHT , where your track joins the Mineral Tramways route through the valley.

LEFT , after 50 metres, down another path, bearing around to the right through the Hale Mills tunnel.

LEFT , onto the Coast to Coast cycle trail.

LEFT again after 50 metres, up a narrow footpath

Possible deviation after 65 metres. On your RIGHT there is a track that follows the old railway cutting towards Scorrier. 

Itôs only approximately 400 metres to a disused building where you turn around and return back to your original path, but 

the walk is into an almost forgotten, peaceful wooded area. Back in the 1840ôs, the cutting was made to carry a rail link to 

the mines at Scorrier, making a spur off the DevoranïCarharrack line, but before a rail could be laid, the profits in 

mining disappeared.

Back up the narrow path to the top where it meets another footpath. 

LEFT here, keeping views of the Wheal Maid Valley on your left. Pass a house on your left, onto a wider lane.LEFT again, 

where this lane meets another, down a narrow path marked ñpublic footpathò.

LEFT at the bottom, then immediately RIGHT , through a gate into the valley. Keep the large signboard on your right, drop 

down to your right and follow the lower path across the tailings dam to the other side of the valley.

LEFT onto the Mineral Tramway route, back to the small concrete chimney, on your right now, and then RIGHT back up 

the track to the pine trees and the parking area.


