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Serving Gwennap Parish
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gwennapcouncil@btinternet.com
Alan Blamey, Clerk  01872 864601
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In this issue…
• Chairman's News
• Parish News
• Footpaths
• Local News
• Environment
• Easter Events
• Lots of other 
exciting stuff !!!

The Crofthandy storage yard on the Redruth – Chasewater Railway around 1910. To the 
left can be seen the main line track leading to Carharrack and the Great Yard. Close by is 
the gatekeeper’s hut with a siding bay alongside the wall. Inside the walled yard were 
sidings raised on trestles for supplying the needs of Crofthandy and surrounding area. St 
Day School and church tower are silhouetted on the skyline.
(photo and words courtesy of Eric Rabjohns collection).
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Receive this 
Newsletter by email 
and reduce the 
‘green’ burden –
send an email with 
“News” in the 
Subject: box to 
editor@gwennap-
parish.net

First Car Boot
is April 5th



Parish Council News2

Parish Births, Marriages and other important events
(To place an entry here please contact the Parish Clerk)

Belated Announcement:  Charles Penna, of South Tresamble Farm, Gwennap married Katie Hooper of Downton, Hampshire 
on September 13th 2008.

New address:    Michael & Mary Penna have now moved to Tresamble Cottage, Pulla Cross TR4 8SB. Their new phone 
number is 01872 870426.

Sadly:  Another local character has sadly passed away. Ken Trevena of Trehaddle Farm died on 31st January. Through the 
various stages of his working life he was the local milkman, mobile grocer, school caretaker, chimney sweep, window 
cleaner – there can’t be many in the Parish who he didn’t serve at one time or another. 

Letters. 
I have lived locally for over thirty years and consider we are fortunate to have such a quiet, rural area with all its 
opportunities for outdoor walking/riding & leisure. A far cry from some of the frightening inner-city places we read about.
However, it does annoy me when individuals fix personal public notices to posts and then fail to remove them. For months 
now, ‘missing dog’ posters have become illegible and tattered, and this followed signs to a local ‘Open Day’ that remained 
in position many weeks after the event.
Advertise it by all means, but remember to take the notices down afterwards. Look after what we have.
L.B. – Gwennap

Dear Gwennap residents,
My thanks to the hundreds of people who have supported me over my 12 years as a District Councillor.  Whatever time of the 
day or night you asked for help, I was always pleased to try to solve the problem – no you were not being a nuisance!  There 
were always going to be situations that were beyond the scope of District Councillors so I could do little but be the sounding 
board for your frustrations and pass on the depth of feeling to others who may or may not have acted.  
I cease as a District Councillor – as do we all in Cornwall – on the stroke of midnight on the 31st  March BUT continue on 
as the Champion for the Elderly and Vulnerable.  This means, of course, that I am still available for help, advice or whatever 
(if you are over 50!) if you need it.
Councillor Mrs Judith Whiteley
Champion for the Elderly and Vulnerable 
01326 374279   cllr-jwhiteley@carrick.gov.uk

Do you have a view on something that you want to share? Why not drop us a line?
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News from United Mines
(SITA)
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Chairman’s overview

As some of you will have seen from Down Your Way in the West Briton, I have decided to retire from the 
Council and therefore its Chairmanship, at the end of May.  This will give an opportunity to a younger person to 
take over as the new Cornwall Council comes into place.  It will also allow me to return to my hobbies that I 
have had to more or less abandon over the last five years.    

We now have the design of the new building to replace the Portakabin on the Playing Fields more or less 
established, and we are at the planning stage.  We are hoping we shall be able to keep the cost of the work 
within our perceived budget although we may be looking for funding from elsewhere.

Litter and dog mess in the Parish continues to be a problem.  The Parish Council pays for the litter from the 
roadsides to be collected on a regular basis, but we have to rely on dog owners to pick up after their animals.  
Can I just remind you that it is an offence punishable with a fine if dog mess is left beside the roads or in the 
lanes.

We are endeavouring to maintain pressure on Highways to bring the roads in the Parish up to standard and to 
renew the white road markings at junctions.  We all know where we should stop, but will the Summer visitors?   

The Committee for the Parish fete is hard at work again and have decided to call this year’s event a Grand 
Summer Party.  It will be held on Saturday 27th June and the venue will be announced in the Parish Newsletter.

Finally, can I once again thank all my fellow Councillors for their support and loyalty.  I have enjoyed serving 
as Chairman and I send my successor and the Parish Council my very best wishes for the future.
Irvin Herbert (Chairman).

Other news from the Parish Council
The cycle route through the Wheal Maid Valley near Crofthandy is becoming a very popular route for walkers, 
horse riders and cyclists, and as summer approaches, this should increase even further.  Unfortunately, we are 
still experiencing problems with motorcyclists using the valley despite the close attention of the police. The trail 
is not for motorised vehicles, they do not mix with horses and pedestrians, and we appeal to them to find 
alternative routes to avoid any potential accidents.

At a recent meeting with the Environment Agency and the District Council concerning Wheal Maid, a short 
update on the study into remediation was given.  There are no final conclusions as yet but we should know the 
outcome by the end of the summer.

The new Cornwall Council elections will now be held on 4th June, along with the European elections. The 
actual boundaries they will represent have still to be defined.

The “One Stop Shops” should be open from 1st April. They are the new local face of the Council and will have 
free phone access to all Council departments. There will also be the opportunity to meet confidentially with your 
local Councillor and specialist officers from Cornwall Council.

Despite a faltering start, the Police are now confident that their “Clinics” will be held at 6.30 p.m. before Parish 
Council meetings, giving local residents the opportunity to discuss any problems in private.

The notice asking for those interested in Allotments to let the Parish Council know, met with only four requests, 
not enough for the Council to start any formal process of land searching. However, all four have been 
accommodated thanks to a local resident with available land who has signed up to Channel 4 “Landshare
Scheme”.



Footpath Matters – Footpaths Matter 4

Dog exercising in the Playing Field, Pulla Cross
DON’T DO IT!

Despite polite requests, there are still people who take their dogs into the Playing Field. 
Dogs and children do not mix. There are plenty of alternatives, please use them.

Footpath 11, from Gwennap Church through the fields to Tresamble Bottom has been difficult for quite a while due to 
a very boggy section between fields.
Thanks to extensive drainage works by the landowner, Mr Wheildon, this has now been rectified and walkers can 
enjoy crossing the fields and stiles that link up with path 12 from Tresamble Bottom to Pulla Hill and then on to 
Frogpool, or path 13 from Pulla Hill to Trehaddle Ford.

A SHORT PARISH WALK.   Hicks Mill – Bissoe – Coombe – Hicks Mill.
Less than an hour, and around two miles. Easy!
Start from the car park at Hicks Mill Methodist Church, RIGHT up the hill and then LEFT on the bend signed “Mount 
Pleasant Farm”, through the gate (close it afterwards!). Follow this lane down to your LEFT at the next gate and bear LEFT 
again where lanes meet, down to the road junction.
STRAIGHT ACROSS, down the footpath. Where it opens out into a wide space, aim for the fir trees in front of you, keeping 
them on your right.
LEFT onto the cycle trail up to the main road at Point Mills bridge. LEFT again, up the road, then RIGHT up Race Hill. 
Immediately LEFT, up the footpath alongside Woodgrove House continuing up the road to a junction. LEFT (downhill at 
last!) then RIGHT at the bottom where it meets the Cusgarne – Bissoe road.
LEFT almost immediately, down the steep slope, LEFT at the Footpath sign with the river on your left. Follow this path back 
to the Methodist Church where you started 

More than 100 Cornwall walks to download and print FREE!
There’s no doubt about it, walking is good for you. It’s good for your heart, it’s good for your lungs, it’s good for the muscle 
and bone growth of your children and it’s good for your feeling of wellbeing! Strong scientific evidence now supports the 
many benefits to health of regular walking – it is recommended that we take at least 10,000 steps a day.
Studies show that walking can:
Reduce the risk of coronary heart disease and stroke : Lower Blood Pressure
Reduce high cholesterol   :  Reduce Body Fat  :  Enhance mental well being
So, how do you find out what is on offer? John Harris, a keen walker, got fed up with the lack of information on walks that 
were going on in the County. So, he decided that if he couldn’t find what he was looking for – he had better create it! So 
www.walkingincornwall.infocame into being. 
www.walkingincornwall.infogives you all the information you need for the best walking in the County: 
Details of more than 100 walks to download and print free, details of all the Cornwall walking groups, maps and walk books 
– plus loads more information. 
So check out the website and get walking! 



General Interest– Hicks Mill/Point Mills Area

HICKS MILL METHODIST CHURCH
Morning Service 10.30 a.m. each Sunday
Easter Day service led by Reverend Joe Ridolls from St Agnes
Coffee Mornings held on the first Wednesday of each month 10.30 a.m. to 12 noon, proceeds 
for Charity and Church Funds.
The coffee morning in March raised £119 for CerebalPalsy.
On April 1st  the coffee morning will be in aid of Church Funds and there will be a Bring and 
Buy stall.
All enquiries to Derrick & Freda Richards 01872 870996

OTHER NEWS FROM HICKS MILL / POINT MILLS / BISSOE
• Congratulations are due to Cornish Concrete Products, (technically just over the Parish boundary, but our close 
neighbours), for their £2.7m investment in a five year development plan. As well as creating extra jobs, their enterprise 
has been rewarded with a major contract for London’s 2012 Olympic Village.Isn’t it nice to read a ‘good news’ story for 
a change?!!

• Thanks to Cormac for the excellent job on strengthening the bridge at Hicks Mill. Although the road was closed for 
many weeks, the end result was worth waiting for.

• It’s hard to imagine, but many years ago the Bissoe Valley was a thriving industrial area, with ships coming up the
river as far as Bissoe Bridge. The photo below has been lent by Freda Richards from Point Mills Garage, and shows her 
Uncles Willie and Eddie, along with Joe Buzza loading their carts with arsenic to take to Penzance, from where it loaded 
onto ships. It took three days to make the journey, sleeping one night on Camborne Station.
Does anyone know where the ships took the arsenic?
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Gwennap Police Report for Feb 2009
3 crimes reported in Gwennap as compared to 6 for the same 
period last year.  The crimes were:
• 2 non-crime domestic incidents
• A burglary in Fernsplatt (10 ducks were stolen)

The were 15 calls to the Force Enquiry Centre from the 
Gwennap and surrounding areas.



General Interest - Frogpool and Cusgarne Area
CUSGARNE-FROGPOOL WI

On the first Tuesday of every month we meet at 7.30pm in Frogpool Chapel Sunday Schoolroom.
APRIL 7th we shall welcome Amanda Barlow, a beautician, to tell us about Skin care.
Events to come are a history of local tin mining by Mark Kaczmarek on JUNE 2nd.

He will bring artefacts to show us. This is an OPEN meeting so the menfolk can come too! 
There will be two more OPEN meetings later in the year.

JULY 2nd Concert with Jesse Clift
Visitors are warmly welcomed to any of our meetings.

WI is an influential organisation that makes an impact locally, nationally and internationally.
Being a member gives you opportunities to make friends, learn new skills and attend a range of courses at Denman 

College the WI residential college near Oxford. Want to know more?
Phone 01872864367 Nina Cooper or 01872862083 Anne Steward.

COME AND HAVE A TASTE!!
THERE’S MORE TO US THAN JAM AND JERUSALEM!!
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CUSGARNE COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL - CONGRATULATIONS
The school was awarded a GOOD,  GRADE 2, overall at an OFSTED inspection in 
January. Welfare of children in Early Years Foundation Stage, partnerships with 
others, attendance and behaviour were granted GRADE 1 i.e. OUTSTANDING.
The Christmas production of “Hosannah Rock”, in which every child took part,  was  
spectacular in every respect and very much enjoyed. This term so far has included 
‘Cyclewise’ training and ‘Speedwatch’ with the Community police. Visits to tin mines 
are being planned and a Recorder Group will take part in Truro Music Festival in 
March. It is hoped work will start soon on draining the new school field and preparing 
it for sport use. The school said Goodbye to Site Supervisor, Lawrence Moody, in early 
February. He has gained promotion to caretake a bigger school. At a Special Assembly 
he was presented with cards and gifts, serenaded, thanked by many children for not 
only cleaning but for bringing in interesting artefacts and helping in many ways.
Cusgarne school is a busy, thriving family school where each child really matters in 
terms of education and welfare.

SUSAN MCCROSSAN, HILLCREST FARM, HICKS MILL, BISSOE , TRURO, CORNWALL
CORNWALL FEDERATION   CUSGARNE/FROGPOOL W.I.  ENTRY  FOR GHOST STORY 
The Invisible Guest
How different the lane looked at this time of night.  The moon was full but the clouds racing across the sky made my 
surroundings feel eerie.   Earlier in the day I had walked along with my dogs in the spring sunshine, enjoying the primroses 
hugging the Cornish hedgerows and the fresh green of the unfurling ferns.
I was on my way home from the monthly meeting; tonight’s speaker had talked about her experiences as the wife of a 
lifeboat man/fisherman.    I had left the straggle of cottages which make up the village street, when I saw in front of me 
what appeared to be a figure moving very slowly in a long hooded cloak.   I did not know whether to hang back or boldly 
walk on – perhaps the tingling sensation I was beginning to feel would go if I walked faster!    I was soon alongside and 
the figure turned and startled me by asking if I too had enjoyed tonight’s meeting.   I was surprised to see the transparent 
face of a bonny young woman peeping from beneath the hood, sandy curls framing her face.  I said I had. She bid me 
goodnight, turned silently and disappeared through ‘Farm Cottage’ gate.    
Unnerved, I was very pleased to see torchlight and the shape of my husband David with our dogs walking to meet me.
Next morning as I walked back into the village I met Sally sweeping her garden path.   Sally at 83 is the oldest and longest 
serving member of our W.I.   I began to tell her of my experience the previous evening; she looked at me knowingly and 
invited me into her cottage for a drink of tea.   My hands cupping my hot mug, I leaned closer as Sally began to tell me 
about Primrose. “Rosie we all called her.   We were village girls together; married when the war ended and both joined the 
W.I. as young wives in the late 1940’s. Rosie never missed a meeting.
In those days, come harvest, all spare hands in the village gathered in the fields to help.   It was early evening in late 
summer;   Rosie and her husband Jack were sitting on top of the loaded wagon as the last load left the field.   The horses 
pulled steadily as the wagon turned into the lane.  Rosie was laughing and so happy, Jack’s arm around her, her hair 
tousled but she still had the cornflowers I had pushed into her sandy curls earlier in the day.
That was the last time I saw Rosie alive; on their way back to the stack yard a crow flew low in front of the horses, they 
jerked, and Rosie fell.”
I slowly put down my empty mug; Sallys thoughts were lost in the past.  I quietly rose from my chair, touched Sally’s arm 
and walked down her garden path.   The gate clicked closed behind me and I continued my walk into the village ‘…so 
beware, you may never know who is present at your W.I. meeting!’ .



GWEALL TEAG CERAMICS (Viv Robertson) 
It's been a slow start to the year - nothing new there! I am looking forward, however to Open Studioswhich runs from 
May 23rd until 30th. In the meantime there is some stock in the gallery and visitors are always welcome. It is advisable 
to give us as ring on 01872 862026 to make sure we are in. 
You'll find us on Tresamble Hill just down the road from Pulla Cross going towards Ponsanooth. I produce a range of 
stoneware jugs, bowls, dishes and teapots. I also make individual hand-built pieces and am happy to accept 
commissions. 
I will soon be installing a gas-fired kiln that will increase the scope for new glazes and effects. An old college friend, 
Sylvie Glinister, will be joining me for open studios and sharing firings so there will be an injection of new ideas and 
work to see. 
I have held a few classes at the studio but space is very limited. At the moment I can only cater for two at a time but if 
the weather improves enough to work outside we can expand on this. Tuition can be provided in all aspects of pottery 
making using traditional techniques:- e.g. clay preparation, throwing, coiling, slab building, glazing etc. 
Please have a browse through the website:- www.gweallteagceramics.co.ukor contact me :-
vivandliz@gweallteagceramics.co.uk
I now have a new bandthat is available for bookings. It is called "Donkey Work" and comprises myself on vocals, 12 
and 6-string guitars, autoharp, mandolin and harmonicas; Simon Farnell on bass guitar and occasional keyboard; 
Laurence Kell on fiddle and Joe Hedge on drums. We play a mix of Irish, bluegrass and popular covers and would be 
ideal for pubs, weddings, birthdays, barmitzvas etc. We also have access to an experienced caller for barn dances.  
My other band "Din of Inequity" is still going. We play an interesting mix of covers with a "retro" flavour and can still 
rock it up when required! We're booked to play at Halfway House, Rame on May 16th. 
Alternatively if you just want a solo I can do that too. 
I wish you all a long, hot summer and look forward to seeing you at Gweall Teag. 

General Interest – Local Crafts

General Interest - Frogpool and Cusgarne Area7
Frogpool & Cusgarne Football Club.
As this is being written in mid March, both teams 
are struggling near the foot of their respective 
divisions of the Falmouth/Helston League and need 
to win a few matches to stave off relegation. 
However, they are both still involved in various 
Cup matches.
Home fixtures to the end of the season are listed 
below, although there are still some outstanding to 
fit in, so keep your eye on the West Briton for a 
more comprehensive position.Nick Mallaber is the 
contact on 01209 216734
April 4th Constantine Division 2
April 11th Cury Division 3
April 18th Lanner Division 2
April 20th St Day Division 3 
(Monday evening)
April 21st Culdrose Division 2 
(Tuesday evening)
April 25th Rosudgeon Division 3

FROGPOOL METHODIST CHURCH
Minister Rev Peter Facer  Telephone 01326 317427
Sunday Services 10.45 each Sunday morning
Sunday School 10.45 each Sunday morning
Weekly Prayer & Fellowship Meeting on Mondays at 3.00pm
Coffee Morningsin the Sunday School each month from 
10.30 – 11.30 a.m. as follows:
Thurs. 26th March  :  Thurs. 30th April  :  Thurs. 28th May  :  
Thurs. 25th June

Easter Celebrations
Maundy Thursday - joint Ecumenical & Cluster Service at 
Ponsanooth Methodist Church, 7.00 p.m.
Good Friday  - 10.45 a.m. at Frogpool led by Revd. Peter 
Facer
Easter Sunday  - 10.45 a.m. at Frogpool led by Mrs S 
Wainwright
Other Dates
Sunday School Anniversary - 10.45 a.m. on 10th May led by 
Mr Graham Baines
Circuit Prayer Meeting – 7.30 p.m. on Monday 11th May
A warm welcome awaits you at any time
The Sunday School Hall (including kitchen facilities), is 
available for hire. 01872 863143 (Mary Richards). 



General Interest 8

Welcombe Conservatories and Windows Ltd.
• Conservatories

• Windows

• Doors

• Fascias/Soffitt

• Guttering

• Garden Sunrooms

• General House 
Refurbishment

10 year insurance backed guarantee
FENSA 
Reg Company

www.welcombeconservatories.co.uk

We can help you realise your dream, and design to 
suit your needs.  With our own renowned stylish 

high quality product.

In White, All shades of Woodgrain or any colour.

For personal and friendly advice contact:

David Watkins on:
01872 863366

Mobile 07967 204 711

“Hold a Fish and Chip Supper to help spinal cord in jured people live full and independent lives.”
Great British Fish and Chip Supper – Friday 15 th May 2009
Want to do something different? Want to raise money where you live or work? Want to eat Fish and Chips, 
while raising money for charity? Hold a fish and chip supper on Friday 15th May 2009 whilst raising awareness 
of spinal cord injury and supporting SIA’s information and support services. 
You can hold a fish and chip supper in your own home, at work or hold a larger supper at your local 
community centre.
SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing hints and tips, recipes, invitations and donation envelopes. By 
inviting 7 friends and asking them to donate an additional £5.00 means you will raise at least £35.00 from your 
supper but we will also give you additional fundraising ideas to raise even more money for SIA.
In 2009 SIA will celebrate its 35th Anniversary and being that Friday 15th May 2009 is Spinal Cord Injury 
awareness day and what a better way to raise funds than eating Fish and Chips and raising money for SIA.
The money raised from the suppers will help the Spinal Injuries Association offer support to individuals who 
become paralysed and their families, from the moment a spinal injury occurs, and for the rest of their lives by 
providing services and publications which enable and encourage paralysed people to lead independent lives.
Every year in the UK over 1,000 people experience a spinal cord injury and there are an estimated 40,000 
spinal cord injured people in the UK alone. 
Donor Development Officer, Elizabeth Wright, says, “The Fish and Chip Supper is a wonderful opportunity for 
a great evening with friends and family. We are also encouraging people who work to hold a Fish and Chip 
Lunch in their work places to raise even more funds. You may be even a local community group wanting to 
run a fun evening with your group.
2009 is the first year that SIA are running the suppers but we already envisage this to be one of our top 
fundraising initiatives in the SIA calendar over the coming years. Be a part of something special and make a 
real difference to help spinal cord injured people gain access to the information and support they need to 
enable them to live full and independent lives.”
For more information or request a fundraising pack call Elizabeth Wright on 0845 678 6633 xtn 229 or email 
fishandchips@spinal.co.uk or visit www.spinal.co.uk
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Gwennap Parish and Cusgarne Community School are holding a 
Family Fun Day. This will be a wonderful Community event, but we
need your help!!!
Could you spare a couple of hours of your time to help with Games, 
Stalls, Refreshment or Parking? Tombola items are also wanted. 
There will also be a Fancy Dress Parade.
We would really appreciate your support. We hold regular meetings 
to plan the ‘Day’, and you are very welcome to attend the next one 
which will be held at the Cornish Arms, Frogpool on Wednesday 
15th April at 8 p.m.  
Also, keep you eyes open for fund raising events leading up to the 
day.
Please come along, or if you can’t make it, ring Helen Rowe on 
01872 870860.

�"��
��#"	�
�$�$"� 
To advertise this event, we would like children of all ages in the 
Parish to design a Poster. The poster should be interesting, and above 
all, Fun! It needs to include these details:-

· Grand Summer Party
· At Cusgarne School  12 – 4 p.m.
· Games, Craft & other Stalls
· Refreshments
· Raffle & Entertainment

PLEASE DROP YOUR ENTRIES INTO CUSGARNE SCHOOL, CUSGARNE, 
TRURO TR4 3RW NO LATER THAN 24th APRIL

The whole day is a Parish Community event, being held at the School in case of poor 
weather, so all Parish children that attend school elsewhere, get working on your 

posters for the competition!

Roll up Roll up !!  - Grand Summer Party
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Easter Sunday service at 3.00 p.m.
Refreshments following service
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Gwennap Parish Tree Wardens

We would like to introduce ourselves as your newly appointed Gwennap Parish Tree Wardens.  We are Lawrence Moody and Ann 
Gazzard (contact Lawrence or Ann via anngazzard@btinternet.comor 07808 393 874) and Robert Cook (contact via 
robert.cook11@btopenworld.comor 01872 870114) or via the Parish Clerk.

We are very keen to become involved with all aspects of the life of trees within the Parish and would like to launch a competition to 
find the Great Trees of Gwennap – the information you submit to us will be passed on to Great Trees Officer (Cornwall) Dr 
Loveday Jenkin (who used to live in the Parish), she has been appointed for a three year major Heritage Lottery funded project to 
hunt out and record the Great Trees of Cornwall 
The objectives of the project are to:

• Record the existence and distribution of ancient, veteran and significant trees across Cornwall. 
• Create educational resources for young people. 
• Enthuse and encourage people to hunt for and look after their local Great trees and maybe even become tree wardens or 
Great tree champions.

We would like to challenge you to tell us about any old, gnarled, or unusual trees with a character or history that may be of interest 
and orchards which you know about within the Parish Boundary. All significant entries will be included on a Parish Map, all entries 
will be submitted into a prize draw to win 2 tickets to Goonhilly Future World (an exciting attraction where future environmental
and technologies can be explored)!

Ever wondered how an old or ancient tree could be measured? Then give a tree a hug.... all trees can be measured in adult hugs. 
The characteristic features of an ancient tree
Oak – 3 adult hugs Beech  - 2 adult hugs
Cedar of Lebanon – 4 adult hugs Scots Pine  - 2 adult hugs
Field maple – 1 adult hug Rowan  - 1 adult hug
Sweet chestnut – 4 adult hugs Birch  - 1 hug
Ash – 2 adult hugs Hawthorn  - 1 hug
Pollarded trees may be smaller
Please send your findings no later than 31st May 2009 by either e-mail or post marked “Great Trees of Gwennap” to Robert Cook 
robert.cook11@btopenworld.comor 14, Treneglos, Frogpool, Truro, Cornwall, TR4 8RT so it can be included in the next Parish 
News Letter and the winner of the draw announced.

If you encounter any tree related problems, please contact the parish tree wardens who will do their best to help or find the advice 
you need.

Finally, if you know of any areas or pockets of land where permission might be obtained for planting of trees for the benefit of all, 
please let us know
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United Downs Industrial Estate(s)

How many times do you drive past the two Industrial Estates at United Downs? Often, if you’re like 
most local people, but do you know all the services they provide? I was once of the opinion that 
what they did was for larger organisations, not the ordinary household, but now, having used several 
of them for various services, I have had to change my mind.  They were created in the mid-eighties 
by Carrick District Council, from derelict Land Reclamation funding that covered the cost of the 
land and its infrastructure. In this issue, we cover what is provided from the smaller and original 
Estate, nearest Crofthandy (“small”, but over 100 are employed on the Estate). In the next issue, we 
will tackle the larger one.

LTC SCAFFOLDING.
Occupying Plot 1 since 2001, and one of two LTC west country branches. There are 36 employees at 
the United site. As well as scaffolding, they provide powered access, hoists and even training 
courses for people in the use of these.
01209 822216 or visit their internet website at www.ltcscaffolding.co.uk

TONY CRAZE
Welding and Fabrication. One of the original site occupiers. Structural steelwork large and small 
(from a handrail to a hangar!). Their larger contracts have included handrails and the associated 
glasswork for several local schools, and fire towers throughout the County, but they are just as 
pleased to supply the individual with their modest requirements. 22 employees.
13, United Downs Ind. Park  01209 821166 or the website at www.tonycraze.co.uk

SCAFFOLDING SOUTHWEST (SSW)
A local firm of 30+ years, moved to United from Bissoe and currently employing 11 people, and 
well worth getting that second quote from.  
01209 822114

CONSOLS OILS
Occupying plots 3-6, Consols has grown over the years from 1 employee and his dog to 18 at 
present.  They provide domestic heating oil, red diesel and lubricants. You can even buy your 
heating oil from their pumps in small carry home quantities. Consols prides itself on the personal 
touch which is probably why they are currently in the running for an award for “Best Customer 
Focus” – 01209 820274 or order online, the website at www.consolsoils.co.ukIt’s worth visiting 
just to read owner Kevin Bennetts ‘blog’! 

CORNWALL WOOD TREATMENT SERVICES LTD (CWT)
Another firm that has seen huge expansion since starting up thirteen years ago, 15 employees at 
present. They have an amazing range of all things wooden from garden furniture to picnic tables as 
well as fencing, decking and gates, all well priced. Of course, they have timber as well, supplying 
some of the larger firms in the building trade, plus ironmongery attachments, wire 
fencing……….you’d be surprised – call in and see their display.
01209 820878 www.cornwallwood.co.uk

Why not use these businesses whenever you can – they provide 
employment and income to the Parish
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GWENNAP CHURCH NEWS
Every year we have a series of lunches during Lent. These start just as the Gwennap Lunch Club 
closes, so if you would like to come and meet your friends on a Friday,  we will welcome you.  
Details of those remaining dates and the venues/times are as follows: 
27th March Gwennap Church Hall
3rd April Silver Birches, Carlidnack Lane, Mawnan Smith
10th April (Good Friday)   Gwennap Church Hall
all £3.00 and from noon till 1.30 p.m.
Easter Services at St. Wenappa’s Church
Sunday 5th April  Palm Sunday Holy Communion  11 a.m.
Thursday 9th April  Maundy Thursday    Holy Communion  11 a.m.
Friday 10th April Good Friday Service of Meditation  11 a.m.
Sunday 12th April Easter Day Holy Communion and Baptism 11a.m.
On Easter Monday 13th April Burncoose Gardens are open, from 2p.m.- 4p.m. for Gwennap 
Church,  by kind permission of Mr. Charles Williams.

GWENNAP STREET MARKET
MONDAY MAY  4TH. 10A.M. – 12.30P.M.

Come and join us for a stroll along the road from Comford to Gwennap, and visit the  great 
variety of stalls. Lunches and light refreshments are served in the church hall.
Would you like to have a stall at this popular event?  Space for one table and car costs £7.50. Book 
a site now.  Phone Vanessa Stone 01209 820355
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Cusgarne Home Guard Platoon 1940-1941
Standing:  Fred Barnett (Frogpool), Roy Lobb (Cusgarne), Ron Datson (Bissoe), Tony Langworthy, Willie Miners (Perranwell), xx 
Tregidoe (Burncoose), Percy Penhaligon (Cusgarne), Eric Martin, Tommy Bray (Tresamble).
Seated:   Willie Pascoe (Cusgarne), Ken Pascoe (Cusgarne), Rolli Cortis (Perranwell), Ravendale Martin (Perranwell), +????
There were several others in the platoon, but farmers and other key land workers did not always have to attend practice drills.
The platoon met at the Mens Institute, Cusgarne. The wooden building was erected in 1914 and was a meeting place where darts and 
cards were played. It was situated on land opposite Morley Penrose’s workshop at Cusgarne, now a small garden alongside the river 
and bridge. In the 1950’s it was sold as a cricket pavilion.
If you have anything to add, or amend regarding the photo or article, please let us know.
(Photo & words courtesy of Terry Dundon – again!)
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Devon and Cornwall Constabulary
To contact your local Police station, or for any other NON-
EMERGENCY issues, please telephone 08452 777444.

Call 999 in an emergency

If there is one thing in this troubled world we can rely on it is the changing of the seasons; so here we are, once again, with 
Spring almost upon us, and there is so much to do in the gardens. It is a truly magical time with every plant and shrub 
growing apace and vying for space with the unavoidable weeds. Unfortunately in every garden now there are the sad and 
blackened remains of many shrubs and perennials, the inevitable result of such severe frost and snow which, thank 
goodness, are relatively rare down here. The advice I have been given is not to be in too much of a hurry to dig up and 
discard those dead looking specimens because they might just break from the bottom again, so be patient! Those of us who 
plant 'on the edge' - that is using less hardy plants and more of the subtropical varieties, are occasionally going to be 
disappointed when they fail. I have visited two nurseries very recently and I was appalled to see tunnels of dead plants in 
each case, but the nurserymen were calm and philosophical and already propagating for the new season, making the best 
of a bad job. The Gwennap Horticultural Society has an exciting programme for the coming year, with interesting and 
informative speakers, and outings to wonderful gardens where there will be so much to see, and so much to learn. As a 
society, we are pleased to welcome visitors to our lectures and outings and we are happy to add new members to our ever 
expanding membership. Please telephone me (Pru Danby) on 01209 821891, if you are interested and I'll send you a 
programme for the year. 
Happy days and good gardening 

GWENNAP HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Programme  - 2009
April 16 Euphorbias. Tim Ellis of Ellis Nurseries will lecture and show slides on this fascinating species and how 

it has become his obsession.  
May 23 An all day outing by coach to the Garden House in the morning and Keith Wiley’s garden ‘Wildside’ in 

the afternoon, both at Buckland Monachorum near Yelverton, Devon.
June 18 An afternoon visit to the Hidden Gardens of New Mill, near Penzance. Several gardens will be open in 

this delightful village. £4 per head. Proceeds to an African educational charity. Tea’s available.
June 27 An afternoon visit to Trenarth, Constantine. A lovely old garden owned by Lucy Nottingham. £3 per 

head including tea.
July 16 An afternoon visit to the gardens of KennallHouse, Ponsanooth, owned by Mr & Mrs Wilson Holt. A 

well kept local secret! £3 per head – no teas.
July 30 An afternoon visit to Tregonning Lodge, Stithians, owned by Mr & Mrs Thomas. £4 per head, including 

tea.
Sept 17 Dinner at the Gwennap Church Hall
Sept 24 John Price will lecture on the Rainbow Immigrant – an insight into the colourful world of oriental 

hydrangeas.
October 22 Stuart Pocock of the Cornish Rose Company will talk about roses, and he will attempt to dismiss the 

myth that they cannot be grown successfully in Cornwall.
Nov 19 Caradoc Doy will lecture on the fascinating history of the Veitch Nurseries of Exeter and Chelsea. He 

will show slides and will have a photo montage showing their plant hunters and pioneers.
Competitions 2009  -any 3 blooms from your garden.
There will be a show table where members may display anything horticulturally interesting
or special. 
Members may bring plants to sell or exchange. Raffle winners to bring a prize for the following meeting. We also 
welcome gardening books or magazines, plus any surplus garden produce and any spare seeds.  N.B. Meetings/lectures 
are held at Gwennap Church Hall on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7.30p.m.unless stated otherwise.
Chairman Mr Brian Hiley 01872 862733
Vice-Chairman Mr David Knuckey 01209 820547
Secretary Ms Pru Danby 01209 821891
Treasurer Mrs Liz Smith 01209 820455



General Interest

��������	
�����







 ����������







������������������������������
���

���	�����
����� �!��"#$ ���"����%���&�
���	��"��'��&�(����� �"�
% )�(�	"����
�

�*"�����&��'��
��%�������� �'�� ��� ��'����
��"���	���� 	��&


���+� ����"�&	����� ��+��	��
,��-�� ��	���

���"&	��

...���� ������&	��
��� ����"�&	��� 	
"���&�
'������	����	&	/��
�...

���#	����

��&	���'������ �%����"�
��#����%���� ��+�	��(��

Free Pool on Tuesdays
Curry & Pint Thursdays
Pasty & Pint Tuesdays
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This year’s Triple Challenge Fund Raiser 

will be taking place at
Lusty Glaze Beach in Newquay

On 10th May 2009
Julie, Jo and Fiona will be taking part in the following 
events and look forward to your support in favour of 
Cornwall Hospice Care.  This year the event offers a 
‘choose your own’ twist in which participants may 
choose the third test.  All our participants have 
chosen the ‘Snakes and Ladders’ climb.
Zip-wire 
As far as exhilarating activities go, this is right up there 
with bungee jumping. Experience the rush of launching 
yourself from the cliff top and whizzing down the 750ft 
wire down to the beach where you will abseil 60ft down 
to the sand below.
Abseil
Test your nerves as you descend 120ft down the cliffs of 
Lusty Glaze Beach, an exhilarating activity with the 
added reward of stunning sea and coastal views.
.‘Snakes & Ladders’ Climb
Starting from the beach you will scramble up to the top 
of the 150ft cliff negotiating various tricky obstacles on 
your way up. The fastest time wins a prize! 
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Alan Blamey on 01872 864601 or 
email clerk@gwennap-parish.net

or
Kevin Furnish on 01209 820244 or 
email editor@gwennap-parish.net

Commercial Advertising Prices  
(all of which goes to support this 

newsletter)  
Single Edition - Full Page £50, Half 

Page £25, Quarter Page £12, 
Eighth Page £7

One Year - Full Page £180, Half 
Page £90, Quarter Page £42, 

Eighth Page £25
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