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Our cover picture for this edition is of “Miner” pulling her cargo of coal through the Wheal Maid Valley circa 1910. 
Miner was one of three locomotives used on the Redruth & Chasewater Railway to carry coal from boats at Devoran to 
feed the mines, returning with tin and copper ore. 
The other locomotives were “Spitfire” and “Smelter”. 
(Thanks to Eric Rabjohns of Carharrack for the use of his drawing.) 
 

Do you have a favourite picture ? – well send it in and we will print it.�
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This is the meeting programme up to March 2008. 
 

13th December 2007 Frogpool Chapel Rooms 

24th January 2008 Crofthandy Village Hall 

28th February 2008 Gwennap Church Hall 

27th March 2008  Frogpool Chapel Rooms 
 

The meetings are generally held on the 4th Thursday of each 
month at 7pm. The public are welcome to attend and may 
speak in the first 30mins of the meeting�

What’s been happening at recent Parish Council 
meetings? Well, we certainly need this column to let you 
know because public attendance remains extremely sparse 
(not exclusive to Gwennap Council meetings, interest 
generally at Parish meetings has never been great unless 
there are particular burning issues).  If you have a matter 
that you want to draw to the Council’s attention, take 
advantage of the 7.00p.m. – 7.30 p.m. public clinic spot 
where parish residents are permitted to speak. You can 
stay for the rest of the evening and listen to the Council 
discussing their business or you can leave at any time. 
Alternatively, contact your local Councillor and get 
him/her to raise your concern.  The way in which the 
Parish Council operates is mainly governed by a set of 
Standing Orders.  Some examples of what they govern 
are 

- how often we should meet 
- how many councillors are necessary to make 

decisions (3 out of the maximum 7)  
- the role of the Clerk (or ‘Proper Officer’) 
- how the business of the Council should be carried out 
- how Councillors should conduct themselves 
- when a Councillor should declare an interest  in an 

agenda item and take no part in the discussions or 
voting (under the ‘Code of Conduct’) 

- regulations concerning the finance and accounting of 
the Council’s precept 

Okay, not terribly exciting, but very necessary because after 
all, the Council are spending public (your!) money. 
So what’s currently being discussed? 
Old Carnon Hill road closure  -  a victory for common 
sense. The County Council agreed with our views that it 
would be detrimental to so many people that it was not a 
viable option. Well done all those people who made 
representations to the County Council and who organised the 
petition. Democracy does work (sometimes!).  
We have had the Amenity Shelter opposite the Cornish 
Arms at Frogpool repaired. We would ask users to respect it 
and keep it graffiti-free All our Councillors have recently 
undergone training at Carrick to ensure they understand the 
importance of the Code of Conduct.  This covers issues like 
their general obligations, personal interests,(there is a 
register kept of each Councillors interests). 
At long last the footway between the Cornish Arms and 

Pencantol has been completed. This has been an outstanding 
item for several years and should provide a safer passage for 
pedestrians. We would ask that motorists refrain from 
parking their vehicles on it as this forces people into the 
centre of the highway. 
The future merger of the County and District Councils in 
Cornwall has led to series of meeting to work out the finer 
detail. We are invited as part of the process to shape new 
Community Network Areas and the redistribution of some of 
the duties previously carried out at District level that might 
possibly be carried out at Parish level in future. 
The meetings held by the Parish and Carrick District Council 
to determine public interest in Affordable Housing were 
poorly attended. From this we can only assume there is no 
additional demand for this type of housing beyond those 
already on Carrick’s register. We continue to meet with the 
District Council to find suitable land to accommodate those 
who have expressed an interest. 
For those users of the Playing Field at Pulla Cross, we are 
now keeping one toilet open during the winter months (the 
disabled facility).  
Wheal Maid. As mentioned in the previous issue, the Parish 
Council owns this valley and hope to improve it for use by 
walkers, cyclists and horse riders.  The Environment Agency 
have now published their report into levels of contamination 
and discussions are taking place with them, Carrick and the 
County Council to plan the next stage. It was encouraging to 
read that there is no significant human health risk to those 
who walk the valley or to those who live in the 
neighbourhood, but if your child is one of the mountain 
bikers that regularly use the tailings dams, or one of the older
children that illegally ride their motorcycles there, then there 
is a significant possibility of harm, and whilst we will be 
taking steps to remove the danger, you are asked to 
discourage them from visiting the site.   In terms of what 
happens now, the Parish Council will continue to meet with 
the Environment Agency, District and County Councils to 
plan the way forward. It is the Environment Agency that will 
drive the programme of remediation, as it has to satisfy their 
pollution standards.   However, they will try to defray any 
costs by tracing the original polluter, failing which they will 
look to the landowner (the Parish Council). As these costs 
could run into thousands of pounds, we will need the help of 
both Carrick and County to open doors leading to possible 
grants.  Carrick Council will be writing to each household to 
explain the situation.�
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Cornwall Mining Villages – Historic Churchyards Group 
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Mineral Tramways Project 
 

The Mineral Tramways Project was set up by Cornwall County Council in 1989.  The principal purpose was to open up the old 
railways and tramways which originated in the great days of copper and tin mining in the County, and tpo preserve them as 
cycleways, bridleways and footpaths, so that people could use them to explore the relics of the industry.  In addition, it was 
proposed to restore many of the old engine houses and other buildings which remain from that time. 
 
The railways and tramroads provided the principal means of transport from the ports of coal and other materials to the mines, 
and the export of copper and tin to the smelters.  As far as Gwennap is concerned the two ports were Devoran on the South 
coast and Portreath on the North. 
 
In Gwennap, the principle railway was the Redruth and Chasewater which ran from Devoran up to a point near Twelveheads 
and on to Consols Road at Carharrack.  A plateway or tramroad also ran from the coalyard at Crofthandy to the B3298 near 
Zimapan House on the way to Portreath.  The project also provides information boards at interesting sites and also direction 
signs to guide people.   
 
The principal routes in Gwennap Parish at present are the Coast to Coast Trail which runs from the Parish boundary near 
Zimapan, through the Poldice Valley and on to Twelveheads, and the cycle route which follows the Redruth and Chasewater 
Railway from near Twelveheads to the Crofthandy crossing.  Works planned for the future include: 
Restoration of buildings at Cusvey 
Restoration of relics at Wheal Fortune 
Capping the shaft at Taylors engine house in Wheal Maid 
The restoration of the path which runs from Crofthandy crossing past the Great Yard and on to Consols Road 
 
At present your Parish Council has two members who sit on the Mineral Tramways Steering Group, which meets at three-
monthly intervals.  
Richard Snell�
�
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Well, we haven’t heard from anyone who attempted the previous walk, so either no one did or they’re still out there somewhere! 
Don’t be afraid to write, phone or e-mail us with comments, good or bad – we’ll still print them! 
 
Parish walk No2 (Just over 3 miles, and taking approximately an hour).  
 
Start by leaving your vehicle in the large lay-by at the top of Cusgarne Hill (alongside the lane that used to lead to the Catteries).  
Set off on the road in the direction of the Industrial Estates & Refuse Site.  Turn RIGHT up the lane beside ‘Kimberley Cottage’.  
At the cross lanes, turn RIGHT.  *Point of Interest – In the field on your right will be a small round house this was a Powder 
House, where explosives were stored for use in the nearby mines. 
Continue down past ‘Wheal Clifford Farm’, ignoring the lane on your left, on past ‘White Cottage’ and take the next RIGHT at a 
sort of crossroads of small lanes.  Carry on down this lane until it meets Coombe Hill. Turn RIGHT down to the main Cusgarne 
– Bissoe road. RIGHT at the junction, then immediately LEFT down the steep slope. LEFT at the weir, there is actually a 
footpath sign here. You will have the stream on your left. Later along the path a leat will be on your left. This once served the 
Mill at Hicks Mill, opposite the Chapel, which you will now be passing. 
LEFT down the hill, over the stream, bearing right up to the main road. (You are now half way, but as it’s all been downhill so 
far, it’s uphill from now on!)  RIGHT towards Bissoe, and LEFT after 30 metres, up Race Hill. LEFT almost immediately, 
taking the footpath that runs to the left of Woodgrove House. When the footpath meets the tarmac road  continue up the hill 
passing ‘Fleetwood’ and ‘Hilltop Barn’.  STRAIGHT ACROSS the junction at the top of the hill taking the footpath which is a 
long uphill stretch, eventually retracing your steps past ‘Wheal Clifford Farm’, (this time on your left). LEFT at the cross lanes 
back down to ‘Kimberley Cottage’ and back to the lay-by.  
Footnote. Want to know more about the two Mills you passed on this walk? David Wilson, our local historian / author still has 
copies of his booklet “The Mills of a Cornish Valley” (£3.99) which is a description and history of the Gwennap river which 
flows from Lanner to Bissoe. He can be contacted on 01872 864142. His recent book, “Falmouth Haven”, a history of Maritime 
Falmouth and the River Fal, published by Tempus, is on sale in Truro and Falmouth at £16.99. 
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Because of the proximity of Crofthandy to St Day, it is possible that some residents may be interested in what is happening there 
over the Christmas period. Here are just some of the events (thanks to Nigel Knight, editor of the St Day Newsletter). 

�������(���!���
Dec 17th Carol Service   7.30 p.m. 
Dec 24th Junior Church Nativity and Carols 5.00 p.m. 
Dec 24th Midnight Mass  11.30 p.m. 
Dec 25th Christmas Day Service at Chacewater 10 a.m. 

���2�0�+����$����(���!��
Dec 4th Candlelight Carol Service with mince pies 7.00 p.m. 
Dec 23rd Nativity    6.00 p.m. 
Dec 24th Christmas Eve Communion 11.30 p.m. 
Dec 25th Christmas Day family service  10.00 a.m. – bring your favourite presents 
Dec 31st Watchnight Service  11.30 p.m. 
 
 
Carols in the Market Square on Friday 14th December with Carharrack and St Day Silver 
Band, 8.30 p.m.  Minibus tours of Christmas lights of West Cornwall villages 18th December leaving at around 5.00 p.m. (pick 
you up from your door).  £5 per person.  Phone 01209 820036 for details and to book. In aid of Chandanie Appeal – raising 
money to rebuild a Tsunami destroyed home in Sri Lanka 
�
�
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Chestnut Stuffing. 
1lb Chestnuts    4 oz onion & 4oz celery, finely chopped  
8oz coarse white breadcrumbs  half tsp. black pepper 
2 tsp salt     half tsp. dried sage 
2 cups chicken/turkey stock  1 egg, beaten 
2oz butter 
Simmer the chestnuts for 10 minutes in boiling water (pre-cooked chestnuts can be used instead – just as good.) Roughly chop the 
chestnuts and put in a large mixing bowl with the breadcrumbs & salt. Saute the onions & celery in butter until soft, add to the 
breadcrumbs together with the stock, pepper, sage and egg. Mix together. 
Cook for approximately an hour in a greased dish at 200C / gas mark 6. 

 
 

Cornish Global Migration Programme 
Do you have an ancestor who was born in Cornwall and moved to other areas of the UK or emigrated to any part of the world? 
Please register your ancestor’s name with the 
 CORNISH GLOBAL MIGRATION PROGRAMME 
Your help is needed to ensure that this very special piece of Cornish history is preserved for future generations and tells the whole 
story of the Cornish migration. 
Please contact the  

Cornish Golbal Migration Programme 
Murdoch House 

Cross Street 
Redruth 

Cornwall TR15 2BU 
01209 215736 Opening Hours Monday To Thursday 10am- 1pm 
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01872 863366 
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Minister  Rev Peter Facer 
  Telephone  01326 317427 
 
Sunday Services      10.45 each Sunday morning 
Sunday School         10.45 each Sunday morning 
Christmas Carol Service    Sunday December 16th at 4.00. p.m. with the children of Cusgarne School, followed by 
refreshments.  Proceeds to Childrens Hospice South West 
Christmas Day Service 10.30am  - Preacher Mrs S Wainwright 
Weekly Prayer Meeting  -  Mondays at 3.00 p.m. 
Monthly Coffee Mornings on last Thursday of each month 10.30 – 11.30 

December 13th 

January 31st 

February 28th 
Our rooms are available for hire.      Contact Mr Whiting on 01872 864539 
�
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After gaining promotion to Division 2 last year, the 1st Team are finding it harder this season, occupying a mid-table place 
in the Falmouth-Helston League. However, the win in the Junior Cup against higher-league St Day by 6-2 will live in the 
memory for quite some time! 
The 2nd Team play in Division 3, and sit at the foot of the table. However, team spirit within the club remains high, and win 
or lose, each Saturday afternoon is eagerly awaited by the players (if not the spectators!).  Nick Mallaber is the contact on 
01209 216734 
 
Home fixtures for December ’07 to February ’08: 
 
December Opponents  Competition  February  Opponents Competition 
 
   01  no home match    02   no home match 
   08  Lanner   Division 3 09   no home match 
   15  Culdrose  Division 2 16   Helston  Division 3 
   22  Perranporth  Division 2 23   Penryn  Division 3 
   29  Falmouth Ath  Division 3 
January        March 

01   Mawgan  Division 2 

   05  Rosudgeon  Division 3  
   12  Troon   Division 3 
   19  Porthleven  Division 3 
   26  Marazion  Division 2 
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Since the last newsletter edition, we have heard some most 
interesting speakers. Bob Acton, the writer of booklets, 
describing many local walks, Paddy Bradley showing us 
slides of old Redruth, with details of the shops and past 
events, and Trevor Trenouth, an extremely funny storyteller 
of Cornish stories. 
We hosted a group Meeting for Mabe, Mylor, Penryn, 
Falmouth W.I .members at which we were entertained by 
“Sparyon” with Cornish songs and information about the 
emigration of Cornish miners in the 19th and 29th centuries. 
More information about this can be found elsewhere in the 
issue. 
One of our members attended a Dowsing course which she 
found fascinating and two attended the Council Meeting in 
the Hall for Cornwall where they were entertained by 
Bishop Bill.  Also at this meeting a heated debate took place 
about whether the act of abandoning a baby should be a 
criminal offence or a matter for the Health and Social 
Services; the later was agreed. Another resolution agreed 
was the proposal that all young people should be screened 
for heart disease.  
I mention these to show that the WI is a force to be 
reckoned with across a very broad spectrum of issues 
pertinent to our lives today. It is a voice for women, not 
only in the UK but across many other countries.  So, why 
not join us? Come and have a taster session! The first 
Tuesday in the month, 7.30. Frogpool Chapel Schoolroom.  
December 4th Beetle Drive and Country dancing 
February   5th Stencilling. Come and have a go!! 
CONTACT : Nina 01872 864367     Anne 01872 862083 
Details of meetings on Parish noticeboards 
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Morning Service 10.30 a.m. each Sunday 
 
Occasional evening services 
Coffee Morning held on the first Wednesday of each 
month from 10.30 – 12.00. Next one will be on 5th 
December in aid of the National Childrens Home. 
 
December services (all 10.30 a.m. unless stated) 
2nd Reverend Mrs D Webber 
9th Reverend Mrs M Butler 
16th Reverend Mrs R Braddock 
23rd joint carol service at Twelveheads  11.00 a.m. 
30th joint service at Carnon Downs   
 
All enquiries to Mr Derek and Mrs Freda Richards 01872 
870996 
�
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Progress on our lottery funding bid has been painfully slow. This has been partly due to the huge demand. However, we have 
received an apology for the delay and confirmation that we have made it through the early stages of short listing. 
We have asked our own parish council for a letter of support. Hopefully we can combine this with evidence already collected, 
of community support for the project. 
The idea being, keeping us in mind may be to our advantage. Always bearing in mind we are small fish in a very large pool, 
we remain positive and hopeful. 
CHRISTMAS PARTY -  Saturday 22nd December  7.00 p.m. all welcome        Steve Trelease 
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Services Sundays at 11.00am��
1st & 3rd Sunday Holy Communion BCP��
2nd Sunday All Age Worship��
4th Sunday Matins BCP��
5th Sunday Holy Communion CW��
NB. BCP: Book of Common Prayer CW: Common Worship.  For occasional changes of service see Notice Board outside the Church.��
�

(���������(���#���������
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols��
Sunday 23rd December 11.00am��
Christmas Eve Holy Communion��
Monday 24th December 11.30pm��
Christmas Day - Family Communion 10.00am��
We invite you to a CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING, with Mince Pies and Sausage Rolls, on Thursday 6th December �
- 10.30am 'till noon - at Chimneypots, Sunny Corner, Cusgarne.��
Bring and Buy, Cakes, Raffle etc.���Do come along and join us.��
�

����������$��������$��
The Guild meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month except August and December.��
January 22 Annual Meal��
February 26 Annual General Meeting��
Further information from Sue Martyn 01872 862670.��
�

����������!�����
During Lent we hold a series of Lunches on each Friday at 12 noon. Various venues are chosen and there will be Posters available, with full 
details, nearer the time.��
Our first one will be on Friday 8th February 2008.��
Menu: Soup and a roll, cheese and pickle, tea or coffee.��
�

(��$��������#����0���$��		8��
Recently, we have celebrated the Festival with a meal in the Church Hall as near this date as we can manage. Our THEME for next year is not yet 
decided so do watch out for the posters in January. It's a fun evening!��
�
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Gwennap Ringers would love some new recruits. Anyone over the age of 11 years can learn to ring and there is no upper age limit.��
Our function, of course, is to let folk know there is a service taking place. That was especially important in an age before communication was so 
easy. We ring for celebrations, too, for example, Weddings, the New Year, the Queen's Birthday etc. It is not obligatory to come to Church and, 
indeed, many ringers do not. �
We are particularly fortunate at Gwennap as the Diocese runs its teaching sessions, each Saturday morning, at our Tower and a wide variety of 
folk, of all ages, come along to learn the ancient art. �
It's fun, a new skill is learnt and ringers are a very social group, visiting other Towers and being visited by ringers from all over the country.��
Our own practice nights are Thursdays at 7.30pm - followed, if you wish, by relaxation in the Pub afterwards. Come along, meet us and be 
intruduced to ringing - seeing how happens. You never know - you might surprise yourself!��
Sue Martyn, Tower Secretary. 01872 862670.�

�

�
�

 
 

GWENNAP LUNCH CLUB �
The lunch club was formed so that once a month people 
from all over our scattered parish could get together.  
We meet in Gwennap Church Hall on the third Tuesday of 
each month from October to March, 12.30 - 2p.m.  
We provide a two-course lunch with tea or coffee and 
good companionship, all for £3.00 per person.  
Transport can be arranged. If you would like to join us 
please phone Tony Hitchens 01209 820476.  
 
The Christmas lunch is always very well attended, so 
book early if you can come. £3.50 for this meal.  
Dates : 18th December,15th January 19th February and 
18th March 
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In August 2005 I installed my first computer with full internet access, one of the first web sites, I looked up 
was freecycle.org.  A world wide organisation set up to keep useful things out of landfill sites. 
 
At that time there was one group in Cornwall, St.Austell – knowing very little about computers, I bravely 
put forward an application to start a Truro group.   
It took me a while to set the group up, but I am know the owner of a group list with over 2000 members 
with new members joining daily; other groups have also set up 
across the county. 
 
The criteria is that all exchanges must be free. Some people are very generous; I received a flat screen 
monitor from the Penzance site, some people are very inventive ie wanting old circular saw blades to turn 
into clocks or old sails to turn into window blinds. 
 
The facilities for recycling from the landfill sites have been stopped and the shop opened at Mount Hawke 
to which useful items were transported for resale from the landfill site (extra carbon footprint!) closed as 
rapidly as it opened. 
 
I feel recycling is especially important for us in Gwennap given the location of the landfill site….. 
 
So, if you want to recycle that special something, from the comfort of your own home (if you have internet 
access) look up freecycle,org make sure you follow the links to UK, then Cornwall, then Truro – the 
nearest site to Gwennap Parish … and sign up…. Any problems email me on  anngazzard@btinternet.com, 
if you do not have internet access, call me, Ann, on 01872 863 970 and I will ‘post’ the message for you. 
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;;�GWENNAP WAR MEMORIAL  

 

‘LEST WE FORGET’ 
As the ‘11th day of the 11th month’ again passes by,   with the ever-dwindling numbers who fought in the First and Second World 
wars either parading at Whitehall or at the smaller gatherings throughout the Country and Commonwealth or, probably because 
of infirmity, watching intently on the television screen it was thought appropriate to list those men on the Gwennap Parish War 
Memorial  and to give what details are available about them, where they fell and the theatre of war they faced. 

PART ONE 
THE FIRST WORLD WAR 1914 – 1918 

Harry P Rogers - November 1st 1914 
Lieutenant Harry P Rogers Royal Navy died aged 27 years in one of the early WW1 disasters for the Royal Navy.  He was a 
crew member of HMS Monmouth which was sunk with all hands at the Battle of Coronel (off the coast of central Chile) along 
with HMS Good Hope.  Both ships were elderly armoured cruisers and were no match for the modern German Squadron of 
Battle Cruisers and were quickly destroyed with the loss of over 1600 men including Admiral ‘Kit’ Craddock. It was the first 
defeat at sea for the Royal Navy in over a century and had a disturbing effect on morale. Revenge was gained at the Battle of the 
Falklands on December 6th when the German Squadron was destroyed by a Royal Navy Task Force. Harry is also 
commemorated on the Plymouth Naval Memorial and his parents lived at Tregye. 

William T J Phillips - May 15th 1915 
William was a Petty Officer in the Royal Navy but according to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission his date of death 
was May 19th 1915. He is listed as serving on HMS Vivid which was in fact the Royal Naval Barracks at Devonport, now HMS 
Drake. It is therefore likely that he died of wounds, illness or accident. Sadly no further details are available.  

Thomas Collins - August 12th 1915 
Thomas, aged 20, died at Ypres in Belgium and is buried in the Ypres Resevoir Cemetery.  Although after the war there were 
three designated ‘Battles of Ypres’ in reality the town and the surrounding area was one continuous conflict for almost the whole 
of the war. Thomas was a Private serving in the Duke of Cornwall Light Infantry (DCLI) and was the son of James and Emily 
Collins of Frogpool.  

James Gleed - January 31st 1916 
James Gleed was a sapper (Private) in the Royal Engineers but was previously in the DCLI.  He is buried in Cambrin War 
Cemetery near Bethune on the Western Front. His widow was Elizabeth Gleed of Carharrack.   

Arthur Prowse - September 3rd 1916 
Arthur was 20 years old and is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial to the Missing on the Somme which has the names of 
over 73,000 missing men inscribed upon it.  He died during the middle part of the battle which commenced on the 1st July 1916 
and ended in mid-November resulting in over 450,000 dead and wounded British and Commonwealth personnel. Arthur was a 
Private in the DCLI and the son of George and Mary Prowse of Gwennap. 

William T Trenery - March 15th 1917 
William was aged 27 when he died on the Western Front. He was a Private in the Northumberland Fusiliers and was the son of 
Mr and Mrs A and M J Trenery of Fernsplat Perranwell Station. The reason he was in the Northumberland Fusiliers rather than 
the DCLI is almost certainly due to the fact that after the Battle of the Somme there were many casualties from the ‘Pals 
Battalions’ . These were so called because large numbers of young men from the same cities and towns had volunteered and 
joined up together and subsequently became casualties together. Therefore  from late 1916 volunteers and conscripts were spread 
around the country to avoid that happening again.  He is buried in Aubigny Communal Cemetery in Northern France near Arras.  

Richard Nagle Ford – January 6th 1918 
Richard was a Major in the Royal Fusiliers and had been awarded the Military Cross. His parents are listed as Edmund Salwey 
and Caroline Ford of 17 Hyde Park Square London but further research reveals that his father had mining interests locally (there 
are links with Beauchamp of Trevince) and lived at Pencreep. There was also a lease on Madeira Cottage Sparry Bottom 
Carharrack.  Richard is buried in Doullens Communal Cemetery on the Somme. 

William J Tregoning - March 22nd 1918 
William J Tregoning is recorded as having died on 2nd April 1918 as opposed to the date given on the memorial. His name is also 
spelt wrongly on the memorial (Tregonning). Since he is commemorated on the Pozieres Memorial (on the Somme) he would 
have been missing presumed killed. William was a Private in the DCLI and was the son of  Edward and Grace Tregoning of 
Carharrack. 
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William J Collins - April 14th 1918 
William was a Private in the DCLI. He is buried in the Aval Wood Cemetery in Northern France which was the scene of heavy 
fighting during the German offensive of March and April 1918. It is not know whether he was related to Thomas Collins. 

John Hooker - September 1st 1918 
John was 22 years old and served as a Private in the Army Cyclist Corps. He is commemorated on the Pleogsteert Memorial at 
Ypres Belgium and was the son of Mrs Agnes Hooker of Lanner.  The war was nearing its end but the Ypres Salient was still 
very active, as it had been for the whole of the war.  

Gilbert F W H Pelmear - September 29th 1918 
The name ‘Gilbert’ is not mentioned in the records.  Frederick is buried at the Pigeon Ravine Cemetery Epehy which is near 
Peronne Northern France. The area was still  the scene of heavy fighting despite the Armistice being only six weeks away. He 
was a Private in the Worcester Regiment and was formerly in the Dorsetshire Regiment.  He was born in Gwennap and, although 
the records do not confirm it, was almost certainly related to George below. 

James Annear - October 28th 1918 
James is buried in the Niederzwheren Cemetery and died only two weeks before the war ended. James was almost certainly a 
Prisoner of War (POW) since the cemetery was specifically designated as a POW cemetery after the war when the bodies of 
those who had died in captivity all over Germany were re-interred there. It was opened in 1915 by the Germans for that purpose 
and it is situated near Kassel in Central Germany. He was a Private in the Wiltshire Regiment and is listed of having been born in 
Redruth and resident in Scorrier. 

Phillip Russell - November 27th 1918 
Phillip died in India and is commemorated on the Madras memorial which was built to mark the 1000 or so servicemen who died 
in India during World War One and whose graves are scattered and largely unknown. Phillip was a Private in the Somerset Light 
Infantry.  

George Pelmear - November 27th 1918 
George is buried in Gwennap Churchyard and was a Private in the Royal Defence Corps. The Royal Defence Corps was the 
precursor of the Home Guard of the Second World War (Dad’s Army). 

William Hitchens – December 10th 1918 
William is buried in Gwennap Churchyard  and was a Sapper (Private) in the Royal Engineers. The fact he is buried in Gwennap 
indicates that he was probably wounded and returned home only to die of his wounds or illness.  It was decided at the start of the 
war that personnel killed overseas would be buried there rather than being returned home and this applied to all classes of 
society.  William was the son of E Hitchens of Carharrack. 

Thomas Carbis – March 21st 1918 
Thomas was a Lance Bombadier in the Royal Garrison Artillery and is commemorated on the Pozieres Memorial (see William 
Tregoning above).  

††† 
If anyone has any queries about tracing those lost in WW1 or would like guidance on WW1 research then please contact me at 
barrytwilkinson@aol.com or 01872 865281 

††† 

Remembrance Day 
 
On Sunday 11th November at Gwennap the Chairman of the Parish Council laid a wreath in memory of those who have given 
their lives to protect our freedom.  The service was very well attended and there was a large representation of Gwennap 
parishioners.  

††† 
�
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Gwennap Church held its Harvest Supper and Auction of Produce in the Church Hall on Monday 8th October 2007. 
The auctioneer was Richard Eddy from Redruth who provided his usual style of entertainment whilst encouraging his audience 
to give generously. 
A sum in excess of £230 was raised for Mount Edgcumbe Hospice. 
Earlier in the evening, those present enjoyed a pasty and pudding supper. 
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The Harvest Auction held at the Cornish Arms, Frogpool on Friday 28th September was a great success, raising £1,037 towards 
the proposed Children’s Hospice South West. 
Landlady Julie Benson, who celebrated her first year at the Cornish Arms in October, was overwhelmed by the both the 
generosity of gifts for auction and the excellent turn out for the actual auction. 
In particular, she thanked Joy Bettison and Ann  Steward for their hard work in making it all happen so smoothly and also Andy 
Phillips, the ‘carpenter turned auctioneer’ for the evening who coaxed those extra pounds from a willing audience. 
 
With no village shop, the Cornish Arms is one of the main focal points of the village. The special Thursday “Curry” evenings 
have proved very popular and others are planned including a “Fish & Chip” and “Pie and Pint” evenings. 
There will be entertainment on Christmas Eve and New Years Eve. 
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Pre-school care in your community 
�
In September 2005 the staff returned to Frogpool Pre-school, as they had done in previous years and waited for the children to 
arrive  
…….sadly very few did, not enough to cover the rent, insurance and general running costs of the pre-school - we did some 
research into the number of eligible children to find that only two children were showing an interest in attending the local school, 
numbers were well down so we had to make the decision to close the pre-school.  By half term in October we had vacated the 
premises at Frogpool chapel and ended a provision started by Nina Cooper over 20 years previously.  The staff were very upset, 
they wanted to continue a “pre-school” facility in the village which they felt was especially important for families with no 
transport or no wider family support, so that children could continue to benefit from socialising, separating from their primary 
carers, being educated and having FUN. 
Ann Gazzard and Emma de ste Croix were already established childminders in the village with over 25 years experience between 
them, and with another of the pre-school leaders, Naomi McNally they joined forces to become “Frogpool Childminders 
Together”.  We had to register changes with Ofsted and become accredited in order to be eligible to claim the Early Years funding 
for 3 & 4 years (meaning those children could attend for free). Childcare costs for younger children are kept affordable at £4 for 
the 2 ½ hour session.  We work additional hours to provide wrap around care for all children for 52 weeks of the year.  
Ann is also the only childminder in the County to have been allocated funding for a 2 year old with additional needs.   
We have a range of assistants all police checked; male and female and ranging in age from great granny to teenager giving the 
children a variety of personalities to interact with.  
We work from a 5 acre small holding in the heart of Gwennap parish, we have unlimited outdoor and indoor resources.    
All of us undertake regular training in a variety of aspects of childcare in order to enhance the care and education we provide, 
courses undertaken are diverse from first aid, food hygiene, makaton, special needs, forest school, minibus training, tennis, music 
and many others.   
The three of us have our NVQ3 in Children’s Care, Learning & Development. 
If you are interested in accessing one of the limited places please ring and speak to Ann, Emma and Naomi to book a visit and we 
would be delighted to show you around. 01872 863970 or 07808 393874 or email anngazzard@btinternet.com 
�
�
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Programme for the next four months : 

December no meeting 

January 17th Annual General Meeting, Trevince 7.30p.m. followed by supper. New members welcome. 
February 21st Mark Walsh – ‘bulbs throughout the year’ 
March 20th Simon Miles   -   ‘Medicinal Herbs’  
 
Some gardening hints for now. 
-      This is the time to be thinking of ordering gardening seeds for next year. 
Browse through the catalogues that come by post or visit a local garden centre where there is a comprehensive range on sale. Your 
own soil type will determine your choices. 

- For the vegetable grower the list is long, but here are a few ideas. A parsnip, ready for lifting around November is a 
broad-shouldered variety called ‘White Gem’. This suits shallow soil but is not an exhibition contender! Another good vegetable 
is the courgette. A few seeds sown early and then some later will give crops until October. Sow in pots under glass but protect 
from slugs and mice. A vegetable rich in vitamins A and C and the mineral iron is sprouting broccoli. The caterpillars of the 
Cabbage White butterfly can be a problem, but pinching off the clusters of eggs before they hatch will keep the plants from 
becoming meals for creepy crawlies. 
- If you don’t have space for a vegetable plot, some planted in the flower border will grow just as well. In fact, runner or 
climbing beans grown up a wigwam of bamboo canes will give a good yield and not look out of place. After all, they were 
originally introduced to this country as an ornamental plant. 
- Whatever seeds you choose, whether flower of vegetable, do not forget to label them well. Memory plays tricks and it is 
so easy to mistake young seedlings for weeds. 
-  Happy Gardening! 
 

************* 

The Ornamental Garden   -   January – March 

Sitting indoors over the Christmas period gives time for thought about the jobs that need doing in the coming months. These, of 
course, are dependant on ever-changing weather conditions. 

If there is a cold spell forecast, cover up those tender plants, especially those in pots, and roots with good free draining compost or 
bark mulch. For plants like Cordylinks just gather the leaves together (upwards) and tie in with some of the dead leaves from the 
base. 
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Now is the time to cut off the remainder of last years’ growth from the herbaceous perennials. Take the foliage off oriental 
helebores to prevent black spot and expose flower stems so that they show up better. Fast growing shrubs can be pruned half-way 
back reduce (or repair) any wind damage. 

The tying up completed, lightly fork through existing borders to aerate the soil and allow free drainage. At the same time you can 
fork in a top dressing of bone meal or blood fish & bone. 

As long as there isn’t a big freeze or snowfall and ground conditions are suitable, any hardy plants can still be planted during the 
winter months. 

In the potting shed or greenhouse prepare for sowing some of the hardier herbaceous perennials and annuals. If you have saved 
your own seed get them cleaned and ready for sowing from mid-February onwards.    

 

Here are a couple of articles from the West Briton of long ago. 

18th August 1837 – West Briton: 

Gwennap Cottage Gardening Society – To the Cottager who had brought up the largest family without parochial relief: £1 to 
Thomas Moyle, second, 10s. to John Luke, and third, 7s., Stephen Whitford. For the neatest and best stocked Garden, £1 to James 
Nicholls, second, 10s. to Henry Kneebone, third, 7s. to W.Rowe. Extra prizes of 5s. each were awarded to Thomas Brown, Henry 
Bluette, Henry Kneebone, James Blamey, Henry Williams, and Elisha Nicholls. 

(Editors note: no Paul Millett??  He must have been ill……!) 

 

2nd November 1838 – West Briton 

FOR SALE, several thousand of OAK, ASH, and SYCAMORE very fine transplanted PLANTS; the Oak from 3 to 5 feet, the 
Sycamore, from 5 to 10 feet. 

Apply to the Gardener at Pengreep, Gwennap 
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